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herald  renewed  interest  in  angels 

iei^  Net^dc  to  m  ofdinaiy  B^>tist  widely  discussed.  Baptists  have  do  conunoa  year  from  the  interfaith  witness  staff  of 

im^  and  his  wife.  doctrine  on  the  issue,  he  said,  “meiefore.  Home  Mission  Board. 

Tim  wde^eoMu^ce  causes  people  hold  many  of  their  beliefs  in  a  kind  Fbr  example.  “Baptists  tradiiionaUy 

amice  Smith,  a  Southern  BqMist  expert  of  pi^olar  mode.  There  are  no  guidelines.  believed  that  angels  are  a  created  order 

i  New  Age  movements,  cults,  and  worid  You  can’t  go  out  and  get  the  official  Baptist  beings  and  that  they  are  not  neoDle  wh< 

hp^.to  is^  awamingtocuriom  book  on  angels.”  have  died,”  Smith  said.  “But  m  fee  dob 


(ABP)  —  If  an  angel  gets  winm  every 
time  a  bell  rings  —  as  Chuence  claims  in 
fee  movie  “It’s  a  Wonderful  Life”  —  fee 
constant  ringing  of  cash  registers  wife  the 
sale  of  angel  products  this  CInistmas  signals 
a  bumper  crop  of  angel  graduates. 

Angels  appear  everywhere  this  holiday 
season. 

They’re  on  Christmas  trees  and  Christ¬ 
mas  caixls,  to  be  sure.  But  they’re  also  the 
subject  of  prominent  di^lays  in  virtually 
every  book  store  in  the  nation.  They’re  on 
magazine  covers,  posters,  jewelry,  T-shirts, 
and  knick-knack  ^Ives. 

But  if  you  listen  closely  and  move 
beyond  fee  cry  of  commercialism,  you’U 
hear  a  common  message  resounding  across 
religious  traditions:  Angels  are  for  real. 

And,  ironically,  the  quiet  message  attrib¬ 
uted  to  angels  dirrotly  opposes  the  loud 
commercialism  propelling  the  current  angel 
frenzy. 

(^^he  chief  message  of  the  angels  is  ‘Fear 
Vt>not,’”  said  Eil^n  Freeman,  founder  of 
Angel  Watch  Foundation  and  author  of 
three  best-selling  books  on  angels.  “God  is 
telling  us  not  to  be  afraid,  and  1  think  that  is 
a  very  important  message  in  our  age.  People 
have  not  turned  to  Jesus,  but  to  fee  unholy 
trinity  of  money,  power,  aixlprestige.” 

F^man,  a  Quistian  raised  in  tte 
Catholic  faith  and  a  graduate  of  Notre  Dame 
University,  foutxled  Angel  Watdi  two  years 
ago  as  a  Doo-{nofit  foutadation  to  he^  peo¬ 
ple  search  for  God  through  fee  wmk  of 
angels.  She  speaks  around  the  nation, 
writes,  and  counsels  pet^le  wife  questions 
about  angels. 

She’s  not  alone  in  this  emerging  cottage 
industry  that’s  part  ^iritual  and  part  sales. 
Consiefer  these  trends: 


(7Tf\m  creates  a  strange  mix  whereby  peo- 
V2Jq>le  who  hold  highly  orthodox  views  in 
other  areas  blindly  acc^  unorfeodox  views 
about  angels,  said  Smit^  who  retired  this 


Qlfive  years  ago,  only  five  books  about 
angels  were  in  print  in  the  U.S., 
according  to  Gannett  News  Service.  Today, 
at  least  200  books  on  angels  line  the  shelves 
of  both  religious  and  secular  book  stores. 
Many  have  become  best-sellers. 

2^inda  Whitman  Vqfeula,  a  BiqHist  in 
U-Atlanta,  recently  launched  a  new 
tioDwide  magazine  devoted  exclusively  to 
angeb.  The  A^d  Times  b  a  68-page 
^ossy  color  magazine  hitting  narinnai  new- 
stands  priced  at  SS  per  cq>y.  It’s  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  a  comment  venture,  she 
e^lained,  but  b  her  response  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  angeb. 

ay  Martin  Curry  of  Virginb  founded 
iBVTwenty-eight  Angels  Inc.  as  a  clearing- 
nouse  for  angel  information.  Dozens  of  peo¬ 
ple  call  her  toll-free  line  daily  to  report 
angelic  encounters  and  seek  spiritual  direc- 
tioa  She  speaks  around  the  nation  atxl  thb 
year  sponsored  her  first  international  con¬ 
ference  on  angels  atxl  art  in  Italy. 

People  promoting  angels  today  range  all 
fee  way  from  the  founder  of  tte  Psyeme 


Ken  and  Gail  Brown  created  the  angel  artwork.  Ken  h  an  internationally  known  calligrapher  and  host  of  a  public  television  calligraphy  series. 
Gail  is  a  watercolor,  charcoal,  and  pen-and-ink  artist.  They  offer  readers  free  samples  of  their  work.  Send  a  se^-addressed  stamped  envelope  to 
Ken  and  Gail  Brown,  Box  22  AB,  McKinney,  TX  75069.  Art  and  calUgraphy.  copyright  1993,  Ken  Brown  Studio.  . 
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Editor’s  Notebook 


1  Miu  avflji  Ptttlllhtf  Z2i  i?fy 


Winter  in  GaJatians 


It  is  no  longer  called  “January 
Bible  Study.”  The  pressure  is  off. 
Now  it  is  the  “Winter  Bible 
Study,”  aiKl  the  important  thing  is 
to  observe  it  in  your  church.  Long 
winter  evenings  are  an  ideal  time 
for  a  church  to  engage  in  some 
serious  study  of  the  Word.  Here  is 
an  exciting  event  for  your  church 
regardless  of  its  size.  Plan  it,  pro¬ 
mote  it,  and  do  it.  The  purpose  is 
to  expose  all  our  people  to  the 
truth  of  God’s  Word. 

Galatians  is  the  book;  Saved  by 
Grace  is  the  title  of  the  adult 
study  written  by  Thomas  Lea.  We 
come  to  study  the  Bible,  not  alone, 
but  in  the  company  of  the  family 
of  God.  You  become  acquainted 
with  the  apostle  Paul  and  the 
world  in  his  day.  The^New  Amer¬ 
ican  Commentary  on  Galatians, 
written  by  Timothy  George, 
reminds  us  that  Galatians  is  differ¬ 


ent.  Philippians  is  a  love  letter, 
Romans  reflects  a  master  theolo¬ 
gian  reveling  in  the  doctrine  of 
grace,  and  Ephesians  makes  clear 
the  body  of  Qirist. 

In  Galatians  there  is  a  small 
splash  of  tenderness  but  it  bristles 
with  passion,  sarcasm,  and  anger, 
says  George.  Paul  was  perplexed 
by  dieir  departure  from  the  truth, 
^o  had  bewitched  this  group  of 
believers?  It’s  like  a  “lion  turned 
loose  in  the  arena  of  Christianity.” 
Other  influences  scream  for  atten¬ 
tion;  the  Hebrew  religion,  the 
Greek  culture,  and  the  Roman 
rule.  Paul  was  neck  deep  in  all  of 
it  but  still  be  is  preaching  salvation 
by  grace.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
Paul’s  reaction  to  this  heresy  in 
the  early  church.  Tupelo’s  Robert 
L.  Hamblin,  in  Stupes  in  Gala¬ 
tians,  brings  out  the  practical 
applications  for  life  as  it  is  today. 


The  contemporary  teachings  of 
Galatians  are  enumerated  in  the 
Disciple’s  Study  Bible.  People 
then  and  now  find  it  difficult  to 
accept  salvation  as  a  free  gift. 
They  want  to  earn  it  and  at  least 
partially  justify  themselves.  Some 
have  turned  to  the  teachings  of 
cults  and  sects  and  their  “false 
aura  of  holiness”  because  of 
strong  legal  requirements.  Privi¬ 
leges  of  fleedom,  liberty,  sonship, 
and  the  spirit  of  promise  are 
received;  but  along  with  tbe  privi¬ 
leges  there  are  also  the  resptxia- 
bilities. 

Our  churches  need  to  be  tau^ 
tbe  great  lessons  of  Galatians.  It 
can  involve  all  age  groups  and,  if 
{Hoperly  planned,  w^  prove  to  be 
a  most  rewarding  north  star  in  the 
face  of  any  winter  of  discontent. 
Let  1995  bring  this  blessing  into 
your  church. 


CLC  gives  Congress  input  on  school  prayer  amendment 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commission  is  lending  a  band  to 
incoming  Speaker  Newt  Gin¬ 
grich’s  announced  plans  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  vote 
on  a  proposed  amendn^^t  to  the 
U.S.  Constitution  by  July  4,  1995, 
toiittmit  voluntary  school  prayer. 

Three  CLC  leaders.  Executive 
Director  Richard  Land,  James 


Smith,  government  relations  direc¬ 
tor,  a^  Michael  Whitehead,  gen¬ 
eral  counsel,  met  Dec.  7  with  Rep. 
Ernest  Istook,  R-Okla.,  who  was 
designated  by  Gingrich  to  draft  a 
suitable  proposal. 

Gingrich’s  activism  for  school 
prayer  has  rekindled  the  controver¬ 
sial  issue,  whicti  dates  back  to 
much-debated  1962  and  1963 
Supreme  Court  rulings  striking 


down  government-sponsored 
prayer  ar^  Bible  reading  in  public 
schools. 

According  to  Whitehead,  the 
first  draft  of  a  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  by  Istook  states: 

“Nothing  in  this  constitution 
shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  iixli- 
vidual  or  group  prayer  in  public 
schools  or  other  public  institutions. 
No  person  shall  be  required  by  the 
United  States  or  by  any  State  to 
participate  in  prayer.  Neither  the 
United  States  nor  any  State  shall 
compose  the  words  of  any  prayer 
to  be  said  in  public  schools.” 

According  to  Land,  “Such  an 
amendment  would  prohibit  the 
government  from  sponsoring  reli¬ 
gion  as  was  done  pncn*  to  1963,  but 
would  also  forbid  tbe  government 
and  tbe  court  system  from  censor¬ 
ing  or  segregating  voluntary  stu¬ 
dent  religious  expression  from  the 
public  sd^ool  milieu.” 

On  the  other  side,  the  Bwtist 
Jmnt  Committee  on  Public  Amirs, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
religious  liberty  agency  until 
replaced  by  the  CLC  severed  years 
ago,  issued  a  formal  statement 
Nov.  22  opposing  any  ameixbnent 
to  tbe  U.S.  Constitution  to  permit 
voluntary  school  prayer. 

Moreover,  an  interfaith  coali¬ 
tion  —  including  the  BJC  —  has 
been  asseriibled  to  oppose  any 
such  amendment.  The  coalition 
sent  a  letter  to  President  Qinton 
Nov.  18  stating  its  categorical 
opposition,  according  to  news 
reports. 

The  B:q>tist  Joint  Committee,  in 
its  Nov.  22  statement,  listed  four 
points  to  amplify  its  staix:e: 

—  “Students  already  have  tbe 
right  to  pray  in  public  sdKxds.  Stu¬ 


dents  can  pray  privately  anytime 
they  choose  —  in  the  classroom, 
tbe  lunchroom,  or  the  playground. 

—  “It  is  always  dangerous  to 
fiddle  with  the  Constitution,  partic¬ 
ularly  the  First  Amendment.  For 
over  two  centuries  the  religion 
clauses  in  the  First  Amendment 
have  stood  as  twin  pillars  easuring 
religious  liberty.  The  proposed 
amendment  would  do  great  harm 
to  this  freedom. 

—  “The  proposed  amendment 
is  off  base  because  it:  (1)  ‘politi-- 
cizes’  prayer  by  polarizing  the 
debate  and  allowing  a  holy  act  of 
religious  worship  to  be  kicked 
around  hire  a  political  football:  (2) 
‘governmentalizes’  prayer,  placing 
in  the  hands  of  governmental  offi¬ 
cials  sacred  tasls  belonging  i»'op- 
erly  to  individual  believers  and 
congregations;  (3)  ‘secularizes’ 
prayer,  calling  upon  school  offi¬ 
cials  —  many  of  whom  may  not 
have  any  religious  expertise  or 
conviction  —  to  partidi^te  in  reli¬ 
gious  worship;  and  (4)  ‘trivializes’ 
prayer  by  reducing  it  to  a  brief  and 
hollow  ritual. 

—  “We  are  not  opposed  to 
prayer.  It  is  precisely  broause  we 
bdieve  so  fervently  in  prayer  that 
we  do  not  want  government  to 
meddle  in  it  Prayer  should  be  left 
to  tbe  bouses  of  worship,  family, 
aixl  to  the  students  themselves.” 

Whitehead,  meanwhile,  in  his 
analyses  in  the  CLC  publication 
Salt  counters  various  BJC  argu¬ 
ments: 

—  “It  does  not  purport  to 
reverse  tbe  l%2-63  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  harming  gov¬ 
ernment-mandated  prayer  and 
Bible-reading.  Most  Americans, 
including  Southern  Bsqitists,  do  not 


want  government  officials  dictat¬ 
ing  religious  exercises.  We  support 
this  view  of  separation  of  church 
and  state.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
vast  majority  of  Americans, 
including  Southern  Baptists,  want 
liberty  for  their  students  to  pray. 
An  April  1994  Wirthlin  poll  shows 
over  78%  support.  Most  people 
don’t  want  the  ‘wall  of  separation’ 
used  as  a  barrier  to  student  prayer 
in  the  cla.ssroom,  lunchroom,  gym. 
^  commencement  hall.  They 
reject  any  notion  of  the  ‘wall' 
which  equates  separation  of  church 
and  state  with  separation  of  reli¬ 
gious  speech  from  public  life. 

—  “It  is  not  a  ‘moment  of 
silence’  amendment.  We  already 
have  the  right  to  remain  silent. 
That  is  in  the  Fifth  Amendment 
This  prtmosal  would  protect  the 
right  of  prayer  and  religious 
expression,  out  loud,  so  long  as  it 
was  not  materially  disruptive  of 
the  school  program.” 

In  a  Nov.  21  statement,  White¬ 
head  took  issue  with  tire  “tinkering 
with  the  Constitution.”  “That  is  an 
especially  odd  cry  for  Baptists,”  he 
said.  “Eariy  Virginia  Bqitists  like 
John  Leland  opposed  ratification 
of  tbe  Constitution  unless  it  con¬ 
tained  a  bill  of  rights  including  a 
provision  to  protect  religious  fiee- 
dom  expressly.... 

“The  Constitutional  document 
is  not  sacred,”  Whitehead  contin¬ 
ued  “It  is  the  principle  of  religious 
liberty  that  is  so  important.  How 
dare  Baptists  shrink  from  ‘tinker¬ 
ing  with  the  words’  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  while  government  officials 
tinker  with  the  religious  freedom 
rights  of  students  ai^  others.  It  is 
the  tinkering  with  rights  that 
should  offend  and  be  feared...” 
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Landrum  Leavell  to  retire  Dec.  31  from  New  Orleans 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Lan¬ 
drum  P.  Leavell  11,  president  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary  since  Janu¬ 
ary  197S,  announced  tus  letitement 
to  the  seminary’s  trustee  executive 
committee  Dec.  13. 

He  said  he  wiU  retire  Dec.  31, 
1994,  but  subsequently  agreed  to 
the  committee’s  request  to  remain 
as  ittterim  president  until  a  succes¬ 
sor  is  chosea 

‘Twenty  years  ago  today  1  made 
the  most  strategic  decision  of  my 
ministerial  calling,”  Leavell  said  in 
his  retirement  statement  to  trustees. 
“1  decided...  to  become  president  of 
my  alma  mater,  the  New  Orieans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  It 
was  a  decision  that  God  has  con¬ 
firmed  every  day  of  these  20 
years.” 

Now,  Leavell  said,  he  will  “once 
again  change  the  focus  of  my  min¬ 
istry.  You  have  known  for  three 
years  of  my  intention  to  retire 
before  age  70.  You  s^  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  ask  me  to  stay  til  age  70,  and 
dien  go  on  a  year-by-year  basis.  1 
was  deeply  grroified  by  this  erxx>ur- 
agement,  but  1  am  presently  con¬ 
vinced  that  1  am  making  the  rig|it 
decision  today.  This  retirement  will 
be  elective  Dec.  31, 1994.” 

Leavell  told  the  trustee  commit- 


tM  be  would  be  available  “to  con¬ 
tinue  as  needed  until  you  name  a 
new  president  and  wiU  be  pleased 
to  help  my  successor  become 
indoctrinated,  if 
desired,  for  a 
stated  period  of 
time  in  his  tran¬ 
sition.” 

He  said  he 
and  his  wife  Jo 
Ann  plan  to 
move  to  \^chita 
Falls,  Texas,  in 
I  retirement  “and 

enter  the  doors 
of  ministry  God  (^ns.”  Leavell 
was  pastOT  of  First  Cfautdi,  Wichita 
Falls,  prior  to  moving  to  New 
Orleans. 

“You  have  given  me  a  free 
hand,  witiun  the  trustee  adopted 
guidelines,  in  the  day-to-day 
administration  of  the  institution,” 
Leavell’s  statement  continues. 
“Together  we  have  maintained  a 
direction  that  has  enabled  os  to 
become  one  of  the  world’s  largest, 
and  ma)^,  the  most  effidendy  run 
seminaries  anywhere.  It  could  not 
have  been  done  without  a  united 
and  cooperative  board. 

“1  do  not  leave  filing  the  best 
days  are  past.  It  is  my  judgment 


F oreign  Mission  Board 
kicks  off  150th  year, 
marks  record  numbers 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  got  a  bead  start  on  celebrat¬ 
ing  its  ISOth  anniversary  by  restat¬ 
ing  its  missions  vision  and  surpass¬ 
ing  500  annual  missionary  addi¬ 
tions  for  the  first  time  in  its  histcny. 

Trustees  of  the  board,  which 
turns  150  in  1995,  adopted  vision 
and  mission  statements  recom¬ 
mended  by  FMB  President  Jerry 
Rankin  and  jqipointed  44  mission¬ 
aries  at  its  Dtc.  12-14  meeting  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

The  appointments  pushed  the 
total  of  new  missionaries  named  in 
1994  to  534,  breaking  1993’s  rec¬ 
ord  of  498.  That  includes  255 
career  and  associate  missionary 
appointments  —  the  highest  in 
seven  years  —  and  a  record  279 
two-year  International  Service 
Coras  workers  and  journeymen. 

The  two-year  worker  total  tcm 
the  1993  record  of  275  and  will 
increase,  since  more  will  be 
assigned  before  Dec.  31.  The 
board’s  record  for  career  and  asso¬ 
ciate  impoirxnieols  was  set  in  1985 
with  304.  The  board’s  overall  mis- 
siouary  total  now  starxis  at  4,078. 

The  vision  and  mission  state¬ 
ments  —  whidi  include  input  from 
missionaries,  trustees,  staff  and 
others  —  focus  on  harmonizing 
board  strategies  with  what  God  is 
doing  in  the  world,  Rankin  said. 
They  will  be  fc^ow^  later  by  a  set 
of  basic  principles  still  being 
developed. 

In  other  action,  trustees: 

—  joined  the  Home  Mission 
Boarcl  in  rejecting  a  motion, 
referred  from  the  June  1994  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in 


Orlando,  Fla.,  that  the  two  agen¬ 
cies  conduct  a  tiuee-year  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  reversing  the  seasons  when 
they  receive  their  major  mission 
offerings  —  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign 
Missions  and  the  Arme  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

—  atmounced  52  FMB  trustees 
re^Kmded  to  a  personal  challenge 
to  support  the  Lottie  Moon  offer¬ 
ing  by  pledging  a  total  of  $53,561 
—  an  average  of  $1,030  each. 

—  honored  10  retiring  staff 
members  with  275  years  of  cmn- 
bined  service. 

They  are  Clark  Scanlon,  66, 
assistant  senior  vice  president  for 
overseas,  with  41  years  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  and  FMB  staff;  Don 
Listrom,  64,  director,  missionary 
benefits  and  tax  department,  40 
years  on  staff,  Alan  Conqjmn,  65. 
vice  president  for  communications, 
34  years  on  the  field  and  staff; 
Leland  Webb,  62,  editor  of  The 
CoBunission  magazine,  30  years 
on  staff. 

Also,  Trunun  Smidi,  65,  senior 
family  consultant,  30  years  on 
staff;  Bob  Stanley,  65,  director, 
news  and  information  office,  28 
yean  on  the  fidd  and  staff  Trudy 
English,  66,  associate  area  director 
fin-  Middle  America  and  Canada, 
27  years  on  staff  Jody  Robertson, 
55,  associate  area  dirMor  for  East 
Asia,  20  years  on  the  field  and 
staff;  Sue  Hertzler,  55,  computer 
analyst,  13  years  on  staff  aixi  Bob 
Ethridge,  55,  assistant  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  strategy  and  marketmg  in 
the  office  of  communications,  11 
years  on  staff. 


that  the  future  is  as  bright  as  sun¬ 
light,  and  that  God  has  an  ongoing 
purpose  for  NOBTS,”  Leavell  said. 

Enrollment  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  has  increased  more  than 
500%  during  Leavell’s  presidency. 
The  seminary  has  expanded  to 
include  12  extension  centers  across 
the  Southeast,  as  well  as  an  on- 
campus  baccalaureate  degree  pro¬ 
gram  with  more  than  500  students. 

In  1991  be  established  on  the 


main  campus  Southern  B^tist’s 
first  Center  for  Evangelism  and 
Church  Growtii,  a  specialized  facili¬ 
ty  and  resource  center  which  is  in 
the  process  of  assembling  a  com¬ 
plete  collection  of  all  available 
evangelism  and  church  growth 
books,  resources,  and  matoials.  The 
center  also  cotxains  the  latest  corn- 
pi^  software  to  provide  churches 
with  customized  consultation  and 
research  to  do  demograftic  studies 
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on  their  areas  and  personalized 
church  decadal  growth  studies. 

The  Leavells  have  four  duldren: 
Landrum  Iff  pastor  of  Royal  Palms 
Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Ann, 
vdx}6e  husband,  Rriis  Beauchamp, 
is  pasttH’  of  Hrst  Church,  Cameron, 
Texas;  Roland  11,  president  of 
Rives  and  Leavell,  a  church  bond 
company  in  Jackson;  and  David, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Hobart, 
Okla. 
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Foreign  Mission  Board  taps 
two  Mississippi  couples 


Two  couples  with  Mississippi 
ties  were  among  44  pe<^le  named 
missionaries  by  the  Sou&em  Biq)- 
tist  Fotei^  KBssim  Board  Dec.  13 
at  Colonial  Heights  (Va.)  Baptist 
Church. 

Lawrence  W.  (Larry)  and  Ali¬ 
cia  Braswell  will  live  in  south 
Brazil,  where  he  will  start  and 
develop  churches.  Thomas  E.  and 
Titu  Ferguson  will  live  in  Togo, 
where  he  wUl  develop  music  pro¬ 
grams  in  churches. 

Braswell  has  been  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church  in  Oak  Grove,  La., 
since  1991.  BrasweD  is  the  son  Ot 
Glenda  Braswell  of  Boyle  and 
Ralph  Braswell  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.  He  considers  Boyle  his  home¬ 
town  and  Hrst  Church  there  his 
home  durch.  He  also  was  minister 
of  youth  and  activities  at  First 
Church  in  Aberdeea 

He  received  the  badielor  of  sci¬ 
ence  de^ee  from  Missisipin  State 
University  in  Starkville  and  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth. 

Bora  in  Vicksburg,  Mrs. 
Braswdl,  the  former  A&ia  Sdl- 
ers,  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  l^Wiam  Sellers  of  Brandon. 
Her  father  is  the  Armuity  Board 
rqffCMntative  for  die  Mississmi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  She 
considers  Brandon  her  hometown 
and  Hrst  Church  there  her  home 
church. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of  sci¬ 
ence  denee  and  the  cer¬ 

tificate  nom  bfississ^  Slate  Uni- 
yetsity  in  StaikviDe.  Qjnendy  die 
is  a  piano  teacher  in  Oak  Grove. 
She  earlier  was  a  high  school 
teacher  and  microbiologist  with 
Gtdden  Ttiangle  Regional  Medical 
Center  in  Colmbus. 

The  Braswells  have  tiuee  chfl- 
dren:  Lawrence  Wray  n,  Andrew 
Sellers,  and  Caitlyn  Alicia.  The 
family  will  go  to  Rockville,  Va.,  in 
March  for  a  seven-week  orientation 
before  leaving  fw  the  field. 

Since  1991,  the  Fergusons  have 
lived  in  Pulaski,  ViL,  v^re  be  has 


Larry  and  Alicia  Braswell 

been  associate  pastor  of  music  and 
youth  at  Memorial  Churdi. 

While  growing  up,  Ferguson 
lived  in  L^  BeaA  and  considers 
First  Church  there  his  home 
church.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jerry  Ferguson,  currently  live  in 
Ponte  Vetha  Beach,  Ha 

He  received  the  bachelor  of 
music  education  degree  from  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Soutbera  Mississippi 
(USM)  and  the  master  of  music 
degrM  from  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Fort  Worth. 

Ferguson  was  a  Foreign  Kfission 
Board  journeyman  in  K^a  and  a 


Thtmias  and  Tiiu  Ferguson 

Baptist  Student  Union  summer 
missionary  in  Virginia  and  New 
York. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  is  a  native  of 
Virginia.  Her  mother,  Mildred 
Phillips,  lives  in  Pulaski.  She 
received  the  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Roanoke  College  in 
Salem,  Va.  Since  1992  she  has 
been  a  laboratory  coordinator  at 
Hoover  Color  Corp.  in  Hiwassee, 
Va. 

The  Fergusons  will  go  to 
Rockville,  Va.,  in  January  for  a 
seven-week  orientation  before 
leaving  fev  the  field. 
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TIME  FOR  TALK  —  Tensions  have  eased  in  Gaza  after  the  Israeii-Pales- 
tinian  peace  agreement.  So  Southern  Baptist  worker  Glenn  Glover  (center) 
can  chat  without  fear  with  two  young  Palestinian  men  he  had  just  met  on 
the  street.  His  Southern  Baptist  colleagues  also  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
welcome  peace  to  form  new  relationships.  The  portrait  at  left  is  the  well- 
known  face  of  Palestine  Liberation  Oraanization  chief  Yassar  AraibL  now 
head  of  self-rule  government  in  Gaza.  See  story  below.  (BP  photo  bv  Don 
Rutledge) 


HMB  approves  state  study  report, 
elects  Native  American  to  key  post 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  DiiectOR  of 
tbe  Home  Mission  Board  qiproved  a 
six-mmtb  study  of  its  lelatioashqis 
with  state  Bt^itist  conventioiis  and 
elected  RusseU  Begaye  to  direct  tbe 
board’s  large  edinic  missions  pro¬ 
gram.  . 

Meeting  Dec.  14,  the  board  also 
^pointed  26  home  missionaries, 
approved  a  1995  budget  of  $86.7 
millioo  —  6%  less  dian  1994,  and 
defeated  a  requ^  to  {HobitHt  HMB 
staff  from  submitting  recomtnenda- 
tions  for  the  agency’s  board  of  direc- 

t(HS. 

Tbe  iqioit  of  tbe  board’s  spedal 
state  study  committee  was  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved.  The  study 
offers  14  recommendaiioos,  includ¬ 
ing  acknowledgement  that  “state 
conventions  and  fellowsh^  are  foil 
paitneis  in  home  misanns  wmk.’’  It 
also  “strongly  encourages  those 
using  altonale  channels  for  funding 


home  missions  to  renew  their  sup¬ 
port  through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  and  tte  Annie  Aimstrortg  East¬ 
er  Offering.’’ 

Tbe  committee  was  requested  in 
June  to  stutfy  how  die  boaifo  should 
cooperate  with  state  conventions  diat 
send  designated  funds  to  the  Cooper¬ 
ative  Baptist  Fellowship  or  other 
non-SBC  entities. 

Board  Chairman  Bob  Curtis,  a 
pastor  from  Ballwin,  Mo.,  said  dim 
was  a  tremendous  misconception 
about  the  intent  of  the  committee. 
“We...  will  not  be  a  party  to  any 
body„.  that  attenqits  to  tear  down  die 
Cooperative  Program  sujqiort  sys¬ 
tem.” 

Board  member  Greg  Martin, 
pastor  of  Commission  Road 
Cfanrcli,  Long  Beach,  who  request¬ 
ed  the  study,  said  be  was  satisfied 
with  the  repmt 

Begaye ’s  appointment  was 


prompted  by  the  retirement  of  Oscar 
Romo  who  leaves  at  the  end  of  the 
year  with  46  years  of  home  missions 
service.  Romo,  along  with  nine  other 
retiring  staff  members  with  223  total 
years  of  home  mission  service,  were 
recognized  at  the  board  meeting. 

Tbe  other  retirees  and  their  cur¬ 
rent  positions  with  the  HMB  are: 
Everett  Anthony,  director,  metropol¬ 
itan  missions;  J.C.  Bradley,  diieaor, 
associational  administration;  Bill 
Donovan,  director,  institutional  and 
business  industrial  dufdaincy;  Bev¬ 
erly  Hammack,  director,  missions 
ministries;  Harold  Hime,  associate 
director,  church  and  community 
ministries;  Ken  Neibel,  associate 
directs,  new  church  extension;  Bet- 
Qte  Patrick,  accounts  payable  clerk; 
Nathan  Porter,  assistant  director, 
church  and  community  ministries; 
and  Harold  Wiloo^  directcu',  church 
and  community  ministties. 


:  Peace  still  elusive  in  land  where  Prince  of  Peace  was  born 


]  WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
i  Peace  and  Christmas  go  together. 
But  as  the  season  approaches, 
peace  remains  uncertain  in  the  land 

*  where  Christ  was  bom. 

An  Oa.  26  accord  with  Jordan 
1  marked  tbe  first  treaty  between 
j  Israel  and  an  Arab  state  since  the 
’  1979  treaty  with  Eg]^.  But  still 
unresolved  in  the  ^deast  peace 
'  .  process  are  thorny  issues  reh^  to 
'  access  to  holy  sites  for  the  three 
’  major  world  religions  which  claim 
the  territory  as  their  land  of  origin. 

'  Perhaps  tbe  most  contentious 
'■  issue  —  the  sovereignty  of  East 
,  Jerusalem,  currently  under  Israeli 
control  —  is  not  even  scheduled 
.  for  discussion  until  the  third  year 
of  the  peace  process. 

Tbm  major  world  religions  — 
Judaism,  Islam,  and  Christianity 
—  place  claims  of  religious  signif- 
.  icance  on  East  Jerusalem.  Propo- 
'  nents  of  the  various  faiths  have 
,  fought  over  it  for  centuries,  min- 
'  ^g  competing  claims  of  a  divine 
r  right  to  possess  the  land  with 
;  Mood. 

Tempering  those  andent  bostil- 
,  ities  with  modem  political  realities 
^  will  not  be  easy,  observers  agree. 

.  But  they  differ  on  how  best  to 
^  resolve  the  conflict. 

'  Bill  O’Brien,  a  26-year  veteran 
,  of  Southern  Baptist  foreign  mis¬ 
sions,  said  be  hopes  the  recent 
signing  of  the  peace  treaty  in  Jor- 
!  dan  will  bring  “true  shalom  — 

!  totally  harmonious  living.” 

I  But  the  key  to  peacefol  co-exis- 
^  teoce  is  “mutual  recognition,”  said 
]  O’Brien,  adding  that  proprietary 
'  ownership  of  the  (dd  section  of  Jer- 
usalem  by  any  group  could  be 

*  detrimental  to  peace. 

“I  would  hate  to  see  Jerusalem 
~  become  a  political  capital,”  said 
O’Brien,  director  of  the  Global 
Center  at  Beeson  Divinity  School 
of  Samford  University  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala. 

O’Brien,  who  serves  on  the 
steering  committee  of  Evangelicals 
for  Middle  East  Understanding, 
favors  a  joint  council  representing 
all  three  religions  that  would  guar¬ 
antee  access  for  all  religious  pil¬ 
grims  to  the  region 


Regardless  of  who  controls  Jer¬ 
usalem,  there  should  be  safe,  free, 
and  easy  access  to  tbe  ^ly  sites 
fOT  all  leli^ons,  said  Charles  Kim¬ 
ball,  associate  profess^  of  teligioo 
at  Furman  University  in 
Greenville,  S.C. 

Both  Israelis  and  Palestinians 
have  legitimate  claims  to  the 
region  in  and  around  Jerusalem, 
and  the  issue  will  not  be  resolved 
until  some  measure  of  “approxi¬ 
mate  justice”  for  all  can  be  found, 
Kimball  said. 

“Both  sides  will  have  to  get 
enough  (from  negotiations)  that 
they  can  live  with,’^ Kimball  said. 

Because  sovereignty  cuts  to  the 
very  national  identity  of  both 
groups,  Kimball  said  Palestittians 
will  not  be  satisfied  sim^y  to  visit 
Jerusalem.  “They  feel  that  it  is 
their  land.” 

Peaceful  co-existence  will 
dqtend  on  trust,  and  some  land  of 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  closed  out  a  three-year 
partnership  in  December  with  the 
African  country  of  Zimbabwe.  In 
bottom  tight  photo.  Bill  Causey 
(right),  executive  director-treasur¬ 
er  of  the  Mississqrpi  Btqrtist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  accepts  a  gift  of 
appreciation  from  A.  Nyawah, 
president  of  the  National  Biqttist 
Convention  of  Zimbabwe. 

In  bottom  left  photo,  Issac 
Cbigede  (left),  icimbabwean 
church  planter,  presents  a  gift  to 
Betty  (center)  a^  Dewey  Merritt 
(right),  who  served  as  coordina¬ 
tors  of  the  Mississippi/Zimbabwe 
Partnership  for  the  past  two  years. 
The  Merritts  have  since  retuiited 
to  tbe  United  States  and  retired  to 
Midland,  Texas. 

In  top  photo,  the  church  build¬ 
ing  for  the  Svimba  congregation 
nears  completion.  The  church  was 


Palestinian  authority  related  to  Jer¬ 
usalem  win  be  in  everyone’s  inter¬ 
est,  Kimball  said.  He  suggested 
that  perhaps  Jerusalem  coi^  be  a 
joint  ct^ntal  of  tbe  two  states,  or  an 
international  city. 

Avi  Granot,  counselor  f<x  inter- 
religious  affairs  at  the  Israeli 
embassy  in  Washington,  said  that 
because  of  die  intensity  and  divi- 
sivettess  of  the  issue,  negotiators 
hope  to  settle  other  matters,  such 
as  water  rights,  before  tackling  a 
permanent  solution  to  Jerusalem 
control. 

By  tbe  thud  year,  tbe  rationale 
goes,  both  sides  will  have  too 
much  at  stake  to  fail  to  settle  on 
Jerusalem. 

Tbe  Israeli  official  said  history 
has  shown  that  the  only  time  all 
the  sites  have  been  open  to  every 
faith  is  wdten  East  Jerusalem  was 
under  Israeli  cootroL  Each  religioa 
should  have  the  reqxMisibil^  for 


formed  in  February  1993  arxl  now 
has  ISO  in  attendance  with  a 
number  of  people  awaiting  biq>- 
tism.  Church  members,  who  made 
35,000  bricks  by  hand,  were 
aided  in  their  construction  by  a 
gift  from  First  Church,  Boone- 
ville. 


Mississippi,  Zimbabwe 
Baptists  commemorate 
three-year  partnership 


maintaining  its  own  religious  sites 
and  shrines,  which  has  been  the 
case  since  Israel  reclaimed  East 
Jerusalem  in  1967,  Granot  said. 

Israel  is  committed  to  freedom 
of  worsbm  for  Palestinians  as  well 
as  Jews,  Granot  ad^. 

Steve  Gutow,  executive  directm' 
of  tbe  NatitMuil  Jewish  Democratic 
Council  in  Washington,  said  the 
{Moblem  is  too  viscoal  for  Ortho¬ 
dox  Jews  to  give  up  control  easily. 

Arabs,  .meanwhile,  coiisider 
East  Jerusalem  an  occiq)ied  tenito- 
ry,  said  Abrahim  Abu-rabi,  a  Nfos- 
lim  scbcdar  who  grew  q)  in  Pales¬ 
tine.  Abu-rabi,  professor  of  Islamic 
Studies  and  Christian/Muslim 
Relations  at  Hartford  Seminary  in 
Cormecticut,  said  theological  argu- 
mems  have  been  used  to  justify  too 
nuDy  things. 

“The  Israeli  presence  is  there  by 


force,”  he  said. 

The  entire  issue  boils  down  to  a 
“human  question,”  said  Abu-rabi. 
The  main  proUem  in  Israel  is  that 
Palestinians  ate  suffering  economi¬ 
cally  and  politically,  be  said. 
Palestinians  believe  “we  are  also 
God’s  children,  and  he  would 
never  discriminate  against  us,” 
Abu-rabi  said. 

The  only  fair  solution  for  Pales¬ 
tinians,  Abu-rabi  reasoned,  is  tlie 
establishment  of  a  United  Nations 
intera^ncy  council  to  control  and 
administer  access  to  East  Jerusa¬ 
lem  and  the  holy  sites. 

“We  in  the  Western  world  are 
behiod  Israel,”  Abu-rabi  said.  “We 
do  not  understand  the  Pal^tinian 
side....  We  should  not  forget  as 
Americans  the  human  suffering  of 
the  Palestinian  people,  men  and 
women.” 


Home  missions  volimteers  start 
trust  fund  to  pay  for  future  work 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  band  of  Board’s  volunteer  program  for 
current  and  former  borne  missions  adults  serving  four  months  or 
volunteers  has  established  a  trust  longer. 

fund  to  support  future  volunteer  Organizers  had  independently 
woik.  considered  a  support  fund  for  five 

“Its  purpose  is  to  create  funding  years,  said  Bennett,  a  three-time 
for  volunteers  and  volunteer  pro-  summer  missionary, 
jects  that  are  not  funded  through  “The  people  in  the  group  didn’t 
traditional  means,’’  said  Irene  Ben-  know  one  another,’’  she  said.  “It 
nett  of  Augusta,  Ga.  just  took  a  while  for  all  of  us  to 

Earnings  from  the  tmst  fund,  to  recognize  we  were  thinking  about 
be  managed  by  the  Southern  Bap-  the  same  thing.’’ 
tist  Fouri^tion,  will  be  used  on  a  Don  Hartunonds,  HMB  assod- 
variety  of  projects,  from  student  ate  vice  president  for  ministry, 
summer  missions  to  Mission  Ser-  lauded  the  fund  as  a  way  to  get 
vice  Corps,  the  Home  Mission  more  volunteers  onto  the  mission 

Assemblies  of  (Sod  pastor  held 
for  tr3ring  to  convert  Muslims 

CAIRO,  Egypt  (BP)  —  church  leaders  that  Gayyid’s  con- 
Assemblies  of  God  pastor  dition  is  “not  good,’’  but  provided 
William  Gayyid  is  being  held  in  no  further  detmls. 
prison,  accused  of  trying  to  con-  Former  prisoners  say  often 
vert  Muslims  to  the  Christian  eight  men  are  forced  to  sleep 
faith,  according  to  church  leaders  together  in  a  6-foot-square  room 
in  the  Middle  l^t.  and  are  given  stagnant  water  to 

Gayyid,  said  to  be  about  SO  drink.  The  prison  does  not  feed 
■years  old,  was  arrested  in  late  prisoners  and  relatives  and 
November  as  he  prayed  with  hiends  are  required  to  provide 
three  Muslim  women  after  a  food. 

morning  worship  service  at  his  Assemblies  of  God  leaders  in 
church  in  the  Wiley  area  of  the  United  States,  England,  and 
Greater  Cairo.  Police  at  first  Sweden,  and  as  far  away  as  Aus- 
released  him,  but  then  re-arrested  tralia  and  Korea,  have  called  for 
him  about  half  an  hour  later.  Christians  around  the  world  to 

Gayyid  is  being  held  in  Tora  pray  for  Gayyid. 

Prison  in  Cairo,  described  by  Church  leaders  do  not  know  if 
Christians  who  have  been  held  charges  have  been  filed  against 
there  as  “a  hellhole,’’  where  tor-  the  pastor.  Gayyid’s  son  is  being 
ture,  starvation,  and  other  rough  allowed  to  tate  clothes  and  food 
treatment  are  common.  Gayyid  is  to  his  father  every  other  day  but 
being  held  in  the  worst  of  two  has  not  been  allowed  to  see  him. 
wings  in  the  prison,  according  to  Church  leaders  say  this  supports 
his  lawyer  who  visited  him  the  their  fears  that  Gayyid  is  l^ing 
week  of  Dec.  S.  The  lawyer  told  mistreated. 


field  and  open  up  areas  that  have 
been  financially  prohibitive,  such 
as  e;q)ensive  inner-city  work. 

may  allow  us  to  go  to  an 
never  been  to 
before  for  of  funds,’’  he  said. 

“We  are  very  grateful  they 
done  this.’’ 

The  fund  will  have  a  variety  of 
uses,  from  transportation 

costs  to  volunteers  a  mission 

materials 

for  the  work  to  be  done.  K  9  lAf 

While  the  fund  is  independent  IvlOTrO  3  WO 

from  the  Home  Mission  Board,  ,  u  *  xu-  j  .  .r, 

directors  of  the  three  HMB  volun-  ,ui 

teer  departments  —  student,  vol-  (Hii^s-Madison)  Association^  was  I 
unteer  projects,  and  Mission  Ser-  yeare  of  service  in  th 

vice  Corps  —  will  submit  an  association  s  building  in  Jackso 
annual  prioritized  list  of  volunteer  jJV'  iTioderator  for  the  association; 
needs  not  funded  by  the  board’s  Hamilton,  director  of  missions, 
budget,  said  Eliher  Goble,  HMB  J 

director  of  the  volunteer  projects  M.  Ix6IlQ.S  1/  OxC  \ 
department.  . 

The  B^  Volrmteer  Mission  mateiialS  help 
Fund  will  be  directed  by  its  six  X' 

founders.  In  ad^don  to  Bennett  is  ATLANTA  (BP)  —  To  begin  a 
her  husband  Phil,  minister  of  edu-  new  witnessing  training  worksht^ 
cadon  at  First  Church  of  Augusta,  titled  “Friends  Forever,”  Paul 
Ga.;  Tom  Logue,  redted  director  McClung  asked  the  34  participants 
of  Baptist  Student  Unions  for  to  list  all  the  lost  people  they 
Arkansas;  Ira  Craft,  vice  president  knew.  The  most  names  anyone  had 
of  the  Cecil  B.  Day  Fcrandation;  written  was  five,  said  McClung, 
Oiff  Farmer,  of  Olympia  Valley,  associate  director  of  evangelism 
Calif.,  an  entrepreneur  who  has  for  Arkansas  Southern  Baptists, 
hosted  several  volunteers;  and  At  the  end  of  the  six-hour 
Glen  Marshall,  of  Ellijay,  Ga.,  a  course,  participants  each  listed 
Mission  Service  Corps  volunteer  names  of  50  to  70  n<m-C3uistiaiis. 
for  the  Bsqitist  Convention  of  New  People  who  participate  in 
York.  “Here’s  Hem.  Share  Jesus  Now” 

Bennett  noted  the  fiind  was  not  can  use  “Fneods  Forever”  to  help 
a  reaction  to  such  recent  events  as  them  ihink  of  60  people  who  need 
the  board’s  6%  budget  reduction  to  accept  Christ,  said  Jack  Smith, 
for  1995.  associate  director  of  the  Southern 


Top  Stories  of  1994 


1.  Tmstees  daim  authority  over  Mississipid  College  (MQ. 

2.  MC  trustees  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  officers  negotiate 

comproaise  regarding  MC  trustee  takeover. 

3.  (tie)  Brandon  teen  Brad  Boatno*  diM^rTvehicle  accident  during 

Honduran  mission  trip.  y 


Siacngers  order  cottventien  agenodsao  rqject  hinds  ftrom  Cooperative 

7 

ve  Waits  gamers  national  attention  wMi  thonsams  of  chastity'tvds 
Washington  MonuMnt  7  /  /  ^  | 

1  Baptist  Annuity  Board  faces  double  threats  from  BBC  €x^tive  ^ 
ttee.  1  )  f  y 


Mississippi  residents  repoi 
others.  p 


bring  prosperity  to  some,  woe  t( 


5.  Mississippi  Baptist  routh  Night  sets  attendance  record  (20,000Mor 

seemid  straight  y  w.  / 

6.  Tennessean  HoimI  W.  Todd  chosen  new  president  of  Misd^ppi  Coflege. 

7.  Mississippi  Bajmst  disaster  teams  respond  to  Calif,  qua^  Delta  ke 

storm.  Y  / 


g',  pastor  of  First  Church,  Oiiando,  Fla.,  elected  president  of  ^tbrni 
Convention.  fV 

m  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions  tops  $83,000,000  nationwi^. 

ihill  selected  as  new  president  of  Soothwestem  Seminary,  p 

Seminary  professor  Molly  Marshall  resigns  under  pressnre/^om 
Presidmt  A1  Mohler.  f 


8.  Baptists  frgnfl?  state  churches  travel  to  Japan  to  tmOd  two  churches. 

9.  Ca^fTSister  Spirit  lesbian  retreat  stirs  ire  of  Jonm  County  residents; 
focal  Baptists  appear  on  national  television.  / 

jo.  State  Cooperative  Program  gifts  show  annniJ  increase  but  fall  short  of 


9.  Jack  BrymeiVedh^iLof  Florida  Baptist  newspaper,  resigns  after  romplaining  of 

harassment  fkom  oveMght  committee.  I 

10.  Lillehammcr  Baptists  go  focjhe  gold  at  Winter  QlyAi|flto|,/\  \ 


Honorable  mentions:  Cooperative  i^ogram^ets  nationmde  record  oCSlHZjOOOJOOO  in 
1994;  Texas  messengers  redone  Coopiratiw  Program;  Southern  Bap&Ho^  Mission 
Board  tackles  universalism.  Free  Masorun,  and  relationships  with  coopmtimg  states. 


Love  Waits  judged  a  iuccess  in  Miss.;  Resigned  MC 
hublif^orpabioUJy/Students  at  Wingfield  High 
tintenSant  anasenool  board  over  prayer  issue. 

Soiuce:  non-acientific  poll  of  edhoml  itaff  of  Th*  BaplM  RacarO. 


mt  «midt  c«me  over  me.-  uod 

Catty,  a  itoodM  i)»#  lives  in  Kentodky.  **I^  fiest  man 

Sfll4  jn)urijg^  ynii  need  to  goT 

^fsld  I  Itvp%«  a  IttK  a  Mod;  (be  toad.  He  said,  ‘OK,  •we'll 

stq^.  and  don't led  fHadc" 

|mM  de  ear  tfiLCesiy'a  bolMliig,  and^^^^  iminediaidly 


Ibointiiaa,'  :and‘-iin  die  tradka^ 


ntidie:.sii(iw» 
9ea,'siie':itwl. 
diitti'a  swedfteai  he  was  im 
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Angels  are  for  real,  scholars  agree, 
but  Bible  is  fuzzy  on  what  they  do 


(ABP)  —  Angels  appear  throughout  the  Bible, 
but  Christians  in  this  centuiy  —  particularly  Protes¬ 
tants  —  have  been  hesitant  to  talk  about  them  or 
study  them. 

In  1975,  Billy  Graham  was  preparing  a  sermon 
on  angels  and  discovered  scant  resources  in  his 
library  on  the  topic. 

So  be  researched  and  wrote  his  own  book,  called 
Angds:  God’s  Secret  Agents.  It  became  a  national 
best-seller  and  now  has  returned  to  prominence. 
This  fall,  it  was  the  fourth-best-selling  non-fiction 
hardback  book  in  Christian  book  stores  nationwide. 

Graham’s  book  and  interviews  with  several  the¬ 
ologians  and  students  of  angelology  provide  a  basic 
outhne  of  orthodox  Christian  beliefs  about  angels. 
But  the  subject  stiU  has  few  clearly  defined  parame¬ 
ters  of  what  is  orthodox  and  what  is  not. 

Baptist  scholars  generally 
agree  on  at  least  three  points, 
however: 

—  Angels  are  an  obvious 
part  of  Scripture,  and  their  exis¬ 
tence  cannot  be  denied. 

—  The  role  of  angels  is  not 
clearly  described  in  the  Bible. 

—  The  Bible  affirms  the 
existence  of  both  good  angels 
and  fallen  angels,  or  demons. 

“There’s  a  great  deal  of 
ambiguity,  and  I  think  purpose¬ 
ly  so,’’  said  Gerald  Keown,  an 
Old  Testament  professor  at 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  “We  do  not 
have  a  clear-cut  biblical  per¬ 
spective  that  would  define  tte  role  of  angels.  I  think 
tlus  is  a  subjeck'intetifiocudly  left  diroiided  in  mys¬ 
tery.” 

One  of  his  colleagues.  New  Testament  professor 
Cary  Newman,  believes  the  mystery  of  angels  also 
may  have  been  left  a  mystery  to  avoid  the  human 
temptation  to  worship  angels  over  Jesus  Christ 

Even  most  Christian-oriettted  people  on  the  mod¬ 
em  angel-promotion  circuit  readily  acknowledge 


this  danger.  The  Bible  includes  several  instances, 
they  note,  where  people  who  attempt  to  worship 
angels  are  rebuked. 

The  most  notable  example  is  recorded  in  Revela¬ 
tion  22,  where  the  apostle  John,  upon  being  returned 
to  the  island  of  Patmos  after  his  revelation  of  eiKi 
times,  falls  down  to  worship  the  angel  who  has 
escorted  him.  “Do  not  do  it,”  the  angel  says.  “Wor¬ 
ship  God.” 

Angels  are  essentially  good  bein^  who  may  be 
used  for  evil  purposes,  Newman  said.  “I  wouldn’t 
pray  to  an  angel;  I  pray  to  Jesus.  I  don’t  seek  the 
enablement  of  an  angel;  I  seek  the  enablement  of 
the  living  Christ...  Anything  you  appeal  to  an  angel 
to  do,  Christ  does  better.” 

Newman  said  as  a  pastor  he  would  not  preadi  a 
sermon  series  on  angels  or  encourage  tus  congrega¬ 
tion  to  become  fascinated  with 
angels  because  of  the  danger  of 
angel  worship.  “I  want  tfai^  to 
fall  in  love  with  the  risen 
Christ”  rather  than  angels,  he 
said. 

Another  New  Testament 
scholar,  Qint  Arnold  of  Biola 
University,  believes  angel  wor¬ 
ship  was  the  sin  of  the  Coloss- 
ian  church  that  prompted  the 
{qx)sde  Paul  to  write  than  with 
further  instruction. 

In  Colossians  2:18,  Paul 
writes:  “Do  not  let  anyone  who 
delights  in  false  humility  and 
die  worship  of  angels  disqualify 
you  for  the  prize.  Such  a  person 
goes  into  great  det^  about  what  he  has  seen,  and 
his  uni^^tual  mind  pufEs  him  up  with  idle  notions. 
Hellas  mt  connectioa  with  the  Head....” 

Arnold  has  studied  eve^  available  fragment 
from  Asia  Minor  with  an  insermtion  related  to 
angels  that  was  written  during  Paul’s  time.  His 
research  and  view  of  the  Colossian  heresy  will  be 
published  in  a  forthcoming  book  tided  The  Coloss- 
ran  Sjmeredsm. 

Mormon  theol¬ 
ogy- 

Like  Free¬ 
man,  Marilynn 
and  WiUiam 


lor^  io  (Bob 
In 

pst,  atth  ott 
Bartel,  peace, 
fntll  tD^rarb  men* 
—  ^uke  2:14 


Americans 
believe  they 
have 

guardian 

angels 

(ABP)  —  Ten  years  ago, 
Brenda  Duty  was  Uvis^  alone 
in  a  rough  oei|liborliood  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  One  i^ight 
while  driving  home  after  a 
church  aotivhy,  a  blizzard 
stranded  her  a  ahort  distance 
fSnmi  her  apamnent. 

Imr  so«^ 

p  and  the  £am  a  was 

[y  dosedh^  eyes  ana  prayed: 


sj  of  Americans  heheve  the  miswer  to  bodi  ques- 
Doaeiii  of  hooka  m  today  am  fiUed  widi  nriular 

aisiaa-tMfhamiaeem^^  angeh,  inaitdy  “gmwdian”  angdhwho 

jKdla  have  fimnd  ahmit  70%  of  American  adults 
«0|l^  pdKl^  Ymdmlovlth  Faitners  Inc.  ft>r 

fiwnd  4^  6f  Amerkans  hdieve  diey  have  a 
and  $2%  hdam  dey  have  Mt  tm  nagdic  pteserme  in 

the  Batna  Keaearch  Qiotq^  77%  of  Americans  hdieve 

uiiseeo  tqphituai  fiatces  affed 


ANGELS 

From  page  1 

said.  Universalism  is  the  behef  that  all  peo¬ 
ple  will  go  to  heaven,  or  that  all  ^iritual 
roads  lead  to  God. 

The  “folk  religion”  fostered  by  the  mod¬ 
em  discussion  of  angels  “tends  to  encourage 
Baptists  and  other  Christians  to  become  uni- 
versaUsts,”  Smith  said.  “Wherever  they  see 
angels,  they  tend  to  give  them  credibility.” 

“We  see  angels  as  a  common  dencMnina- 
tor  of  the  religioos  of  the  world,”  said 
Vephula,  publisher  of  Angel  Times.  She 
considers  herself  a  Christian  and  a  Baptist 
but  remains  open  to  other  religions. 

Likewise,  Curry,  founder  of  Twenty- 
eight  Angels  Inc.,  identifies  herself  as  a 
Christian  but  believes  angels  carry  God’s 
message  to  people  of  all  faith  groups. 
“All  tte  religions  should  be  working 
together,”  she  said. 


Srfaile  peofde  like  Vqrtnila  aixl  Curry 
lhave  gotten  into  the  angel  business 
an  uKiosive  view,  others  have  entoed 
with  a  more  narrow  view. 

Freeman,  founder  of  Angel  Watch  Foun¬ 
dation,  strongly  emphasizes  her  ties  to 
Catholicism  arid  Christianity. 

“I’m  trying  to  educate  pe^e  about  who 
angels  really  are,”  she  said  ‘there’s  so 
much  information  out  there  that  is  not  bib¬ 
lically  based.” 

For  example.  Freeman  cites  the  wildly 
popular  book  by  Be^  Eadie,  Embraced 
by  the  Li^,  in  which  Eadie  tells  bow  her 
life  was  changed  by  an  angelic  encounter. 

“I’m  sure  she  had  a  genuine  angel  erqre- 
rience,  but  it  gets  mixed  up  with  her  Mor¬ 
mon  background  and  strange  theology,” 
Freeman  said.  Some  Bqrtist  scholars  have 
criticized  Sadie’s  bode  as  thinly  veiled 


Webber  got  into  the  angel  business  with  a 
desire  to  promote  orthodox  Christian  views. 

They  met  at  Wheaton  University,  and  be 
holds  a  doctorate  from  Midwestern  Semi- 
nmy,  a  Southern  Baptist  sdiool  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  He  has  b^  pastor  of  several 
Bs^tist  churches  over  the  last  40  years, 
most  recently  Grand  \^ew  Qratcfa  in  Grand 
Terrace,  Cahf. 

Together,  they  have  written  A  Rustle  of 
Angds,  which  has  sdd  200,000  copies  in 
hatwadc  to  date.  The  book  includes  dozens 
of  persoiud  stories  of  human  encounters 
wi^  angels  but  also  a  strong  evangelical 
witness. 

“There  are  so  many  myths  oat  there  and 
New  Age  ideas,”  Ma^yrm  Webber  said. 
“We  d^ded  there  needed  to  be  mote  of  a 
foundatioiud  idea  presented.” 

They  decided  to  write  the  book  in  a  p(^ 
ular  format  rather  than  a  Bible  study  format 
so  it  would  iqrpeal  to  tKXi-Christians  as  well 
as  Christians  atxl  could  be  sold  in  secular  - 
book  stores,  her  husband  added. 

The  book  has  proven  to  be  a  good  bridge 
to  Christianity  for  per^le  wbo  are  not 
Christians  but  wbo  are  interested  in  angels, 
Marilyrm  Webber  said.  She  and  her  bus- 
band  also  host  “angel  teas”  in  their  borne, 
to  whidi  they  in'vite  people  interested  in 
at^ls  for  discussion  and  ultimately  to  bear 
a  Oiristian  witness. 

“Because  there’s  such  an  interest  in 
angels  outside  the  church,  it  gives  Chris¬ 


tians  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  use  this 
interest  as  a  beginning  to  witness,”  she 
said. 

low  to  eiqrlain  the  current  surge  in  .  * 
lintetest  with  angels  varies  depending 
1  one’s  view  of  whom  angels  serve. 
Curry  sees  the  phenomenal  interest  as  a 
sign  of  spiritual  renewal  across  America. 
“This  is  an  oi^rtunity  for  us  to  realign  our 
imorities  and  choose  ^  pathway  of  & 
divine  rather  than  the  patnway  of  material¬ 
ism,”  she  said. 

nd  she  gets  many  calls  from  Brqrtists, 
add^,  who  are  seeking  a  deeper 
fevel  of  spirituality. 

Freeman  said  tte  increasing  interest  in 
angels  is  “part  of  a  great  revival  of  spiritu¬ 
ality  in  America.” 

The  Webbers  also  see  signs  of  increased 
qnritual  interest  but  worry  that  too  many 
people  may  latch  onto  angels  and  not  see  • 
the  God  the  angels  serve. 

‘Times  are  tough,  arxl  in  tough  times 
people  are  more  open  to  the  roiritual,” 
'^fiUiam  Webber  said.  “Angefe  are  a  way  of 
finding  bt^  and  being  spiritual. 

“But  G^’s  angels  always  want  to  point 
to  Jesus  Christ.  For  many  people,  unfortu- 
o  lely,  angels  become  an  end  in  them¬ 
selves.  A  person  can  stem  short  with  the 
angels  and  never  come  face  to  face  with  the 
demands  of  the  lordship  of  Jesus  Christ.” 


Favors  prayer,  but... 

Editor: 

As  a  Southern  Baptist,  I  am  in 
favor  of  school  prayers,  but.... 

As  a  Southern  Baptist,  I  am 
opposed  to  prayers  in  schools  that 
are  ordained  by,  orchestrated  by, 
or  administered  by  political  gurus 
who  have  more  interest  in  their 
political  haven  than  they  have  in  a 
child’s  spiritual  heavea 

As  a  Southern  Baptist  and  as  a 
voting'  citizen,  I  am  tqjpalled  at  the 


actions  of  some  of  our  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  promoting  political 
parties,  and  worse  yet,  specific 
candidates.  I  am  opposed  to  politi¬ 
cians  and  spiritual  leaders  playing 
politics  wiA  our  prayers. 

Many  of  our  devout  brethren 
and  sisters  have  been  completely 
misled  by  the  skillful  manipula¬ 
tions  of  these  political  and  reli¬ 
gious  coalitions.  Just  to  hint  to 
them  that,  perhaps  you  might  be 
opposed  to  school  prayer  in  any 
form,  automatically  brands  you  a 
heretic.  These  are  sincere  peq>le. 


They  just  haven’t  been  made 
aware  of  all  the  ramifications. 

While  it  is  true  that  many 
recent  court  decisions  have  seem¬ 
ingly  appeared  intent  upon  imped¬ 
ing  the  spread  of  religion  in  many 
state  operated  arenas,  they  have 
basically  held  up  one  of  God’s 
basic  tenets:  “He  will  not  force  his 
love  upon  any  one  that  does  not 
desire  it,’’  legislation  notwith¬ 
standing. 

Children  can  still  legally  and 
consritutionally  meet  in  public 
school  buildings  before  the  school 


day  for  organized  prayer.  This 
must  be  a  voluntary  effort  and  is 
not  mandated  by  a  congressional 
act  or  by  a  constitution^  amend¬ 
ment.  This  prevents  the  school 
board  from  having  to  decree 
which  prayers  of  which  religion 
must  be  us^. 

It  appears  that  our  greatest 
problem  is  in  emlaining  the  awe¬ 
some  import  of  this  impending 
legislation  to  our  fellow  brothers 
ai^  sisters  and  to  convince  them 
in  jcnning  with  all  of  us  in  voicing 
our  opposition  to  any  legislation 


is  unfortunately  not  shocking  to 
see  this  attitude  toward  the  Jewish 
peq>le  fi-om  some  Bq>tist  people. 
When  Craft  writes  that  the  Jews 
killed  Jesus,  it  breaks  my  heart. 
You  want  to  know  who  kWed  the 
Jewish  Messiah?  I  did,  so  did  we 
all.  God  the  Father  had  a  plan  —  a 
way  that  we  might  be  redeemed.  A 
perfect  sacrifice,  the  God-Man 
Jesus  Christ.  Since  none  of  us  will 
ever  be  perfect,  through  his  death 
we  may  put  on  Christ. 

I  thank  God  that  he  sent  his 
Son  — -  the  Creator  of  the  universe 


or  constitutional  act  that  would 
use  God’s  church  arKl  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  to  support  political  ends,  or 
personal  gains. 

'  Thcmias  L.  Parrish 
Mechmicsville,  Va. 

Former  member 
West  Laurel  Qurcb 


—  to  die  on  that  cross,  as  horrible 
as  it  was.  Now  I  may  enter  into 
God’s  present  when  I  die.  £>on’t 
you  kimw  tx)  one  killed  Jesus?  He 
laid  down  bis  life  —  no  man  could 
take  it  fi-om  him. 

Always  remember,  Gentiles: 
we  have  nothing  to  brag  about. 
We  were  grafted  in.  God  has  not 
Threat  to  missions  forsaken  his  chosen  people,  the 

Jews.  He  has  a  definite  plan  for 
Editor.  tbese  people  —  just  like  te  has  a 

I  am  tqqialled  at  the  resurgence  church, 

of  five-poirtt  Calvinism  within  our  people  would  open  their 

denomination.  This  theology,  «y®s.  prophecy  is  being  fiilfilled 
which  teaches  that  God  predes- 

fined  smne  to  be  saved  and  go  to  nease  know  my  sins  put  Jesus 
heaven,  and  others  to  be  lost  and  Christ  to  death,  arid  so  did  yours, 
go  to  hell,  has  no  basis  in  Scrip-  Praise  God  he  made  a  way  for  us. 
tore.  The  Bible  clearly  teaches  that  Kathy  Rich 
Christ  died  for  all  people,  and  Byhalia 
issues  to  everyone  file  ci&  to  sal¬ 
vation.  But  he  does  not  force  any¬ 
one  to  acoept^his  gift  of  salvation.' 

He  gave  to  each  person  free  wilL 
Some  will  accqit  God’s  gift  of  sal¬ 
vation;  ofiiers  reject  it 

Hve-point  Calvinism  poses  a 
serious  threat  to  missions  and 
evangelism,  which  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  have  long  been,  and  still  are, 
noted  for.  Five-point  Calvinism 
says  that  since  God  predestined 
some  to  go  to  heaven  and  others  to 
be  lost  a^  go  to  hell,  evange¬ 
lize  the  lost?  If  God  chooses  to 
save  those  people,  then  he  will, 
md  he  does  not  our  hdp  in 
doing  so,  the  five-point  Calvinists 

say.  If  that  fiieology  becomes  file  _  _ 

dominant  theology  in  the  SBC,  ~  in 

fiien  we  will  cease  to  be  missioos-  Birmingham,  Dfcfcens 
minded  people.  If  we  cease  to  be  Ala. 

missions-minded  people,  our  She  begin  her  duties  with 
denomination  will  eventually  WMU  effective  Jan.  3. 
cease  to  be.  Dickens,  a  Saucier  native,  came 

Ke^WaDer  to  The  Baptist  Record  from 

Word  ft  Way,  the  newsjoomal  of 
the  Missouri  Baptist  Convention. 
Jews  not  murderers  she  is  a  journalism  graduate  of  the 

Unhrersity  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Editor.  and  holds  the  master  of  divinity 

I  am  responding  to  the  letter  degree  from  Southwestern  Semi- 
written  by  kffley  Craft  (Dec.  8).  It  nary  in  Fort  Worth. 


MBMC’S  Emphasis  Reflects  Mission 
Of  Christian  Service. 

MBMC  Staff  Focuses  On  Community  Sen/ice, 

At  Christmas  And  Throughout  The  Year. 


Dickens  to  “ 
go  to  WMU 


At  Ovistmastime,  there  always  and  gifts  to  help  parents  and  children 

seems  to  be  a  special  focus  on  reach-  in  need, 
ing  out  to  the  conrirnunity  around  us.  Our  employees  also  continue 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  their  support  of  the  Baptist  CNIdren's 
is  no  exception.  Our  physicians.  Village  and  The  Crestwood  Baptist 

employees  arKl  volunteers  work  to  join  Mission— an  MBMC  tradition  that 
in  the  spirit  of  giving  as  we  celebrate  goes  back  many  years.  MBMC  fami- 
the  true  meaning  of  Christmas.  lies  collect  and  bring  in  an  assortment 

We  work  to  brighten  the  holidays  of  canred  goods,  clothing  arid  toys 

for  our  patients  and  their  families  to  contribute  to  these  fellow  Baptist 

through  special  Christmas  decaa-  ministries, 

tions  and  performances  in  our  lobby.  Butouroutreachtothecommu- 
This  year,  our  employees,  members  of  nitydoesniendwhenthedecaa- 
several  local  church  choirs,  and  hand-  tions  and  ornaments  are  taken  down, 
bell  performers  wi  share  their  music  Throughout  the  year,  we  work  to 
throughout  the  holiday  season.  CXr  fulfill  our  mission  in  the  Jackson  area 
life-sized  nativity  scene  provides  a  throughpubliceducationandcom- 

sacredrernrrxjer  of  the  first  Christmas,  rnunrty  service  prograrns.  Our  goal  is 
As  an  outreach  to  less  fortunate  to  provide  a  Oristian  atmosphere 
families,  many  of  our  hospital  depart-  for  the  healing  of  the  mind,  body  and 

ments  have  adopted  local  families  for  spirit  And  that’s  a  goal  we  strive  to 
the  holidays  —  providing  groceries  reach  all  year  round. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 

We’re  healthcaring  for  the  whole  family. 


UfeAnswers  is  on  temporary  hiatus.  The  column  will  return  in  the 
January  12  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record. 


mUuam  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Bee- 
mo  30200-0030.  nemse  he  heist.  Fbmse 
lo  Uose  aterlmls,  poor  pumtor  can  msmhe 


Mississippians  drafted  for 
hospital  exec,  committee 


Just  for  the  Record 


and  as  a  member  of  the  finance  Church,  Ripley, 
comimttee.  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care 

Mississippians  elected  to  serve  System,  Inc.  is  affiliated  with  the 
with  Dean  on  the  system’s  execu-  state  Baptist  conventions  of  Mis- 
tive  committee  include  John  Kee-  sissippi,  Ailcansas,  and  Tennessee, 
ton  of  Grenada  and  Clarence  Stan-  The  organization  presently  corn- 
ford  of  Ripley.  prises  30  corporations,  16  hospi- 

'Keeton  is  a  tree  farmer,  retired  tals,  3,800  beds,  2,500  physicians, 
attorney,  and  former  state  senator,  and  10,000  employees. 

NOBTS  offers  training 
opportunities  in  Mississippi 

Registration  is  open  for  second  Fuller  Saunders,  5731  Pepper 
semester  classes  offered  in  Missis-  Ridge  Rd.,  Jackson  MS  39211- 
sippi  by  New  Orleans  Seminary.  3125;  or  call  (601)  957-2670. 
Three  programs  of  training  are  A  Christian  Education  Associ- 
available  for  men  and  women  ate  Program  is  also  offered  by 
unable  to  attend  classes  as  full-  NOBTS  in  Mississippi.  This  pro¬ 
time  students  on  the  New  Orleans  gram  is  designed  to  train  layper- 

sons  to  serve  as  part-time  educa- 
For  more  information  write  the  tional  workers  in  churches  on  a 
Extension  Center  Office  at  New  volunteer  or  paid  basis.  Classes 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Semi-  meet  two  hours  one  evening  each 
nary,  3939  Gentilly  Blvd.,  New  week  in  eight-week  terms. 

Orleans,  LA  70126-4858;  or  call  1-  Courses  will  be  offered  at  three 
800-662-8701,  ext.  3323.  locations  in  Mississif^i  during  the 

Associate  degree  classes  meet  spring  semester;  Broadmoor 
every  Monday  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson;  Antioch  Church. 
Church,  Jackson.  Qualified  stu-  Columbus;  and  First  Church, 
dents  may  enroll  on  the  first  day  of  Purvis. 

class  for  the  associate  in  Christian  The  third  term  course  (Jan.  23- 
educatioa  degree.  Spring  semester  March  13)  is  as  follows:  “Survey 
courses  (Jan.  23-May  15)  are  as  of  SBC  Curriculum,”  taught  by 
follows:  1-3:30  p.m.:  “Christian  Chester  Vaughn  in  Jackson; 
Doctrine,”  taught  by  Earl  KeUy;  4-  Sammy  Crawford  in  Columbus; 
6:30  p.m.:  “latroducdoo  to  Church  and  Ken  Rhodes  in  Purvis. 
Administration,”  taught  by  Julius  The  fourth  term  course  (March 
TTiompson;  7-9:30  pjn.:  “Interpret-  27-May  15)  is  as  follows:  “Age¬ 
ing  Exodus,”  taught  by  Jack  Glaze.  Group  Principles  of  Teaching/ 
For  further  information  contact  Learmng,”  tau^t  by  Keith  Willdn- 
Chester  Vaughn,  268  Northpointe  son  in  Jackson;  Sammy  Crawford 
Pkwy.,  Jackson,  MS  39211-2412;  in  Columbus;  and  Ken  Rhodes  in 


Phllllpston  Church  (LeFlore  Association)  recently 
won  the  efficiency  banner  at  the  association’s  M- 
Night.  Members  of  the  Discipleship  Training  program 
who  were  present  at  M-Night  (above,  left  to  right) 
were:  front  row,  Douglas  Hodges,  Tyler  Hall;  second 
row,  Nikki  Felts,  Jennifer  Hall,  Nikki  Hodges;  third 
row,  Kelli  Bruce,  Inez  Alderman,  Bobbie  Jeffers;  fourth 
row,  Tosha  Felts,  Crickett  Sims,  Martha  Brdwn, 
Margie  Wilburn;  fifth  row,  Eloise  Gore,  Grace  Alder¬ 
man,  Pam  Gregg,  Jeriy  Hall,  Chris  Hall;  sixth  row, 
Discipleship  Training  director  Marvin  Aldermanr  Bob¬ 
bie  Gore,  Michelle  Melton,  Lester  Jeffers,  Ossie  Aider- 
man,  BilV  Shaw,  and  Miriam  Myers. 


East  Booneville  Church,  Boonevllle,  recently  held 
a  note  burning  cermony  to  celebrate  the  retirement  of 
the  debt  on  its  education  building  and  church  van. 
Construction  on  that  facility  began  in  November  1992. 
Building  committee  members  who  participatedlh  the 
note  burning  (above,  left  to  right)  were  Robert  Dod¬ 
son,  chairman;  Ronald  Michael;  Martha  Shields;  Deb¬ 
bie  Barrett;  Jim  Holcomb,  pastor;  and  Don  Horn. 


South  Manor  Church  in 
Roswell,  N.M.,  is  planning  a  cel¬ 
ebration  to  mark  its  50tb  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Dec.  3,  1995,  and  wants 
to  notify  former  members.  Con¬ 
tact  the  church  at  P.O.  Box  1502, 
Roswell,  NM  88202;  phone  (505) 
622-6072. 


Centrifuge  and  Crosspoint 
summer  camps  for  youths  will  be 
held  at  the  University  of  Mobile 
in  1995.  Sponsored  by  the  B^tist 
Sunday  School  Board,  camp 
reservations  are  now  being 
accepted.  Contact  Janice  Pittman 
at  the  University  of  Mobile,  (800) 
946-7267. 


First  Church,  Vardaman,  dedicated  its  new  church  bus  —  debt-free  — 
on  Oct.  23.  Senior  adults,  some  of  whom  are  pictured  with  the  new  vehi¬ 
cle,  led  the  church  in  fund  raising. 


Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi, 
will  hold  only  a  10  a.m.  worship 
on  Christmas  Day.  Randall  Rich 
is  pastor.  For  more  information, 
call  the  church  at  (601)  392- 
5622. 


RATE:  80  oonia  par  word.  $6  mini- 
ffltan.  Cash  wih  ordor  OKOspt  on  oon- 
traet  advortiaing.  includo  namo, 
adckuas,  zip  ooda,  and  phono  rambor 
in  word  coimt  No  blind  ada. 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB 
REPAIR.  Porcelain  or  fiberglass. 
No  job  too  large  or  small. 
Statewide  service.  No  mileage 
charge.  K&K  Bathtub  Repair,  118 
S.  McCrary  Rd.,  Columbus,  MS 
39702;  1-800-349-2882. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


i-O  Cushions  it  Boptittries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 

Wallace  E.  Poy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


BUS  FOR  SALE:  Blue  Bird,  46- 
passenger,  Good  Mechanical 
shape,  1972  model.  Needs  paint 
and  upholstery  work.  $6,000. 
Call  J.E.  Sims,  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church,  Columbus,  MS  (601) 
328-1666. 


First  Church,  Tutwiler,  recently  held  a  recognition  service  for  its  RAs. 
Those  honored  were  (left  to  right):  back  row,  Ronnie  Smith,  ieader;  J.J. 
Westbrook,  assistant;  John  Gee,  ieader;  middie  row.  Chance  Smith,  David 
Dunavent,  Tres  Barnard,  Chad  Barnard,  T.A,  Jennings;  front  row,  Chris 
Barnard,  John  Philip  Gee,  Blake  Smith,  and  Joel  Hays.  J.B.  Hays  Jr.  is 
pastor. 


Missionary  News 


Names  in  the  News 


Gerald  and  Glenda  Davis, 

missionaries  to  the  Phil^pines,  are 
in  the  States  (address;  520  Maga¬ 
zine  St.,  Tupelo,  MS  38801).  He  is 
a  native  of  Carrollton,  Ala.  The 
former  Glenda  Brooks  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  she  was  bom  in  Marks,  and 
grew  up  in  Batesville. 

Duane  and  Sandy  Hammack, 

missionaries  to  Hong  Kong,  have 
arrived  on  the  field  to  begin  their 
first  term  of  service  (address:  169 
Boundary  St.,  Kowloon.  Hong 
Kong).  He  was  bom  and  reared  in 
Natdiez.  The  former  Sandy  Lyle, 
she  was  bom  in  Jadcson,  arid  grew 
up  in  Levittown,  N.Y.,  and 
Atlanta.  Both  consider  Jackson 
their  hometown. 

Earl  and  Ramona  Hewitt, 

missionaries  to  Ghana,  have 
arrived  on  the  field  to  begin  their 
first  term  of  service  (address:  Brqi- 
tist  Medical  Centre,  Box  50, 
Acrra,  Ghana).  A  native  of  Missis- 
s^pi,  he  was  bom  in  McComb  and 


considers  Summit  his  hometown. 
She  is  the  former  Ramona  Johnson 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Allan  and  Sue  Ellen  Myers, 
missionaries  to  Nigeria,  are  on  die 
field  (address;  P.O.  Box  310, 
Gombe,  Bauchi  State,  Nigeria). 
Bom  in  Mendenhall,  he  grew  up  in 
Nigeria  and  considers  West  Point 
his  hometown.  She  is  the  former 
Sue  Ellen  Kidd  of  New  Iberia,  La. 

Roger  and  Peimy  Stacy,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Brazil,  are  in  the 
Slates  (address:  2225  Campground 
Rd.,  Pontotoc,  MS  38863).  They 
are  natives  of  Mississippi.  Both 
consider  Pontotoc  their  hometowa 
The  former  Penny  Jamison,  she 
was  bom  in  Okolona. 

Bill  and  Carol^  Smith,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Brazil  have  retired 
from  the  field  and  now  live  in 
Long  Beach  (address:  307  Lyn¬ 
wood  Circle,  Long  Beach,  MS 
39560). 


Staff  Changes 


David  Stephens  has  been 
called  to  Bethel  Church,  Colum¬ 
bus  (Lowndes  Association)  as 
minister  of  music. 

Fredonia  Church,  Union 
County,  has  called  Joe  Herndon 
as  pastor.  He  previously  served 
Ingram  Church,  Prentiss  County. 
Herndon  is  a  native  of  Pontotoc 
and  is  a  graduate  of  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College. 


Eastside  Church,  Pearl,  has 
called  Rob  Burns  as  pastor.  He 
previously  served  Eastside 
Church,  Belzoni. 

Crooked  Creek  Church,  SU- 
ver  Creek  (Lawrence  Assopa- 
tion),  has  called  Mike  Grenn  as 
pastor,  effective  Dec.  25.  The  Lin¬ 
coln  native  attends  Mississippi 
College  and  previously  served 
EnonCtnireh. 


Wilma  Irene  ^’Billie"  Bar- 
rows,  69,  of  Greenville,  S.C.,  died 
of  cancer  Dec.  8  at  her  home.  She 
was  the  wife  of  Cliff  Barrows,  vice 
chairman  of  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association  (BGEA). 
The  Barrows  met  Billy  Graham  in 
1945  and  formed  the  first  musical 
team  of  what  was  to  later  become 
the  BGEA.  For  five  years,  Mrs. 
Barrows  traveled  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  playing  die  piano  and  OTgan 
at  the  early  Billy  Graham  cru¬ 
sades.  Hbr  memorial  service  was 
held  Dec.  12  at  Taylors  First 
Church,  S.C.  She  was  buried  at  the 
Billy  Graham  Training  Center  at 
The  Cove  in  Asheville,  N.C. 

Barbara  Eppeiaon,  emeritus 
Southern  Baptist  Missionary  to 
Nigeria,  died  Dec.  9  in  Joplin,  Mo. 
She  was  73.  Epperson  was 
appointed  as  a  missronary  to  Nige¬ 
ria  in  1953  by  die  Foreign  Mission 
Board., She  worked  at  the  Bwtist 
Welfare  Centre  in  Ire  before 
assuming  responsibilities  with 
Baptist  Press  in  Nigeria.  Funeral 
services  were  held  13  at  Hrst 
(Thurcfa,  Miami,  Mo. 

Jim  and  Diane  Heckman  of 
Biloxi  have  begun  a  new  work  as 
Mission  Service  Corps  volunteers. 
They  now  direct  East  Howard 
Center,  which  meets  in  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  East  Howard  Church.  The 
center  ministers  to  low-income, 
mostly  Vietnamese,  people 
dirou^  English-as-a-second  lan¬ 
guage  classes,  and  children’s  and 
other  activities. 


.IMinistry  is  like  beautiful  music. 

A  musician  stands  alone  in  the  practice  room  with  only  an  instrument,  the  score  and  talent.  Throu^  study, 
commitment,  and  much  practice,  she  prepares  to  play  her  part  in  the  symphony  a  thousand  ears  will  one  day  hear. 

At  B  E  ES  O  N  ,  wc  believe  preparing  for  ministry  requires  the  same  kind  of  devotion,  discipline 
and  skill  as  making  great  music.  Our  aim  is  not  to  produce  mere  virtuosos,  but  rather  faithful  ser¬ 
vants  of  the  Word,  whose  gifts  and  lives  blend  together  in  joyful  praise  of  our  Redeemer. 

At  Beeson,  we  pray  the  message  of  salvation  will  ring  out  from  our  students,  as  it  did  from  the 
first  Christians,  drawing  men  and  women  to  glorify  God  and  to  enjoy  Him  forever. 

For  more  information,  write  to  Paul  R.  Lloyd,  Director  of  Admissions,  at  the  address  below,  or  call  1-800-888-8266. 


Beeson 


School 


liftr  Hope  Church,  Foxworlh,  recently  honored  some  of  its  members 
for  their  perfect  Sunday  School  attendance.  They  are  (above,  left  to  right): 
first  row,  Tiffany  Kroner,  six  years;  Karla  Ratliff,  three  years;  second  row, 
Virgie  Lee  Pounds,  three  years;  Bonnie  Pittman,  five  years;  Mitch  Ratliff, 
four  years;  Gail  Campbell,  one  year;  third  row,  B.B.  Stringer,  39  years; 
Jimmy  Thomas,  25  years;  and  Sherrell  Magee,  13  years. 


Samford  Univcrsir>’,  Birmingham,  Alabama  33229 

Beeson  is  affiliated  with  the  NationaJ  Association  of  LvangelicaU 

Semlord  I  nivrrMn'  an  Kqusl  i  h>porrunirv  Institution  and  wrkome^  applications  forrmplovnimi  and 
educational  programs  from  all  indiviuuaU  race,  coiiw  sex.  handicap,  or  natiorul  or  ethnic  ofig:' 


Nanqi  Parish  was  recently  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  Covington  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  Davis  Association  for  her  10 
years  of  service  as  associational 
secretary.  Ken  Stringer  is  director 
of  missions. 

Chaney  is  new 
MdTDel.  editor 

COLUMBIA,  Md.  (ABP)  — 
Ron  Chan^  was  elected  edittv  of 
Baptist  Lif^  news  journal  fin  die 
Btmtist  CoDveittion  of  Maryland/ 
Delaware,  by  the  two-state  con¬ 
vention’s  Gc^ral  Mission  Board 
Dec.  12. 

Chaney,  31.  has  been  associate 
editor  of  die  Maryland/Delaware 
pa^  since  1991  and  has  served  as 
acting  editor  since  November  1993. 

In  the  past  ye»,  the  76-year-old 
paper  has  undergone  a  name 
change  and  a  redesign  emphasizing 
local  news  and  dowiqilaying  con¬ 
troversy.  For  the  last  several  years 
the  pa^r  was  called  the  Baptist 
True  Union  and  before  that,  for 
most  of  its  existence,  the  Mary¬ 
land  Baptist. 

A  native  of  Meridian,  Chaney  is 
a  gr^ate  of  Mississqira  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Southern  Seminary  in 
LouiswUe,  Ky. 

Chaney  is  married  to  the  former 
Karen  Meurer,  a  native  of  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.  She  also  is  a  graduate 
of  Southern  Seminary. 

He  succeeds  Bob  Allen,  wbo  left 
the  piqier  after  five  years  as  editor 
to  join  the  staff  of  A^odated  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  news  agency  in  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Fla. 


Becky  and  Bill  Baktr  were 
recently  honored  by  West  Ripley 
Church  with  a  pastor  appreciation 
day.  The  occasion  was  Bill  Baker’s 
l5th  anniversary  as  pastor.  The 
church  presented  the  Bakers 
matching  watches  and  a'  money 
tree,  among  other  personal  gifts. 
Baker  was  also  presented  a  plaque 
of  resolutions  by  Ripley’s  mayor  on 
behalf  of  the  mwor  and  board  of 
aldermen.  Bill  McCreary,  director  of 
missions  for  Benton-Tippah  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  James  Travis  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  participated  in 
the  day’s  program  of  activities. 

J.  Northeutt 
dies  at  80 

FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  Jesse 
Noitfacutt,  preaching  pipfessor  and 
foimer  arfonimstrator  at  Soudiwest- 
em  Seminaiy,  died  Dec.  13  at  age 
.30  at  All  Saints  Hospital,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  due  to  complica¬ 
tions  of  Parkinson’s  disease. 
Funeral  services  were  held  Dec.  17 
at  Gambrel!  Street  Church,  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  seminary  campus. 

Northeutt  was  a  member  of 
Southwestern’s  faculty  from  1939 
until  his  retirement  in  1984.  He 
served  as  the  seminary’s  vice  pres¬ 
ident  for  academic  affairs  from 
1973-79  after  20  years  as  dean  of 
the  school  of  theology. 


Baptist  money  is  feeding 
victims  of  Yugoslavian  war 


By  Mike  CresweU 

money  go  as  far  as  possible,  in  shock  for  a  week,”  he  recalled. 
Steele,  who  coordinates  Southern  When  Peter  McKenzie,  now 
Baptist  work  in  southern  Europe,  pastor  of  Zagreb  Baptist  Church, 
including  the  former  Yugoslavia  came  to  lead  service, 

area,  has  traveled  almost  non-stop  Skrinjaric  gave  his  testimony  and 
over  the  past  three  years  to  coordi-  a  boy  who  heard  him  dedicated  his 
nate  the  massive  aid  program.  life  to  Christ.  From  that  simple 
In  Mostar,  Steele  has  worked  beginning  Skrinjaric  began  orga- 
with  a  small  evangelical  ccmgrega-  nizing  a  church  which  soon  grew 
tion  of  about  200  members  to  mwe  than  200  members.  There 
thought  to  be  the  only  active  evan-  would  be  more  members  but  many 
g^cal  congregation  in  Bosnia,  have  fled  the  country. 

N^tar  is  encircled  by  high,  rocky  Skrinjaric  has  developed  a  15- 
mountains  and  divid^  into  three  member  leadersh^  team  to  guide 
warring  factions  —  virtually  a  the  congregation  and  has  devel- 
smaller  copy  of  better-known  oped  house  churches  to  improve 
Sarejevo.  United  Nations  troops  the  fellow^p  and  Bible  study  of 
have  been  keeping  the  sides  q)art.  members. 

If  those  troops  pifi  out,  open  war-  But  for  now  relief  work 
fare  could  return  so(m  afterward.  remains  their  central  focus.  Skrin- 
The  f^  of  Mostar  pa^orNiko-  jaric  hopes  to  begin  delivering 
la  Skrinjaric  is  lined  with  stress  food  into  the  hard-hit  Muslim 
that  cmnes  from  being  a  bearer  of  community  soon  —  a  risky  ven- 
peace  in  a  laiKl  where  there  is  no  tore  because  many  Croats  will  not 
peace.  The  church  meets  in  several  approve  of  helping  their  Muslim 
crude  rooms  of  an  s^KUtment  com-  enemies. 

Elex  whose  walls  have  several  But  the  pastor  is  adamant, 
oles  from  artUlery  shells.  “Because  of  Christ,  we  have  to  do 

Once  a  grenade  landed  near  it,”  he  said, 
him.  “I  thought  I  was  dead.  I  was  Creswdl  writes  for  FMB. 


decorate  it  with  silver  balls  rolled 
from  cboccdate  wrappings.” 

The  Fernandezes  would  then 
paint  pine  cones  in  different  col¬ 
ors  for  their  tree.  On  the  night  of 
Christmas,  the  family  would  gath¬ 
er  around  the  dinner  table,  sing 
Christmas  carols,  and  pray 
together. 

“We  might  not  have  had 
enough  food  to  put  on  the  table, 
but  celebrating  Christmas  was 
more  important  than  eating,”  he 
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Lute  the  beloved  physician,  companion  of  Paul  on  some 
of  his  journeys,  dedicated  follower  of  Jesus  Christ,  was 
a  highly  cultured  scholar  and  a  careful  historian.  In  the  first 
four  verses  of  tliia  book  be  tells  of  tus  purpose  and  the 
method  he  used  in  writing  diis  book.  Ife  had  the  use  of  bodi 
ocri  and  written  capotts,  or  sources  (1:2).  Ifc  wanted  to  give 
“m  ordeily  acoounr  to  his  friend,  or  friends.  To  do  tins  te 
**catefiilly  inveat^ned  everything  from  the  beginoing” 

(1:3),  in  order  tint  he  (diey)  mi^  know  the  certainty  of  the 
things  you  have  been  tau^’  (1:4).  This  is  addressed  to 
‘^ost  excellmit  Theophilus”  (1:3b).  Theophilus  means 
“god-lover,”  or  “one  who  loves  God.”  Whether  it  is 
addressed  to  otn  person  by  that  name  or  to  more  than  one 
who  love  God  is  debated,  but  the  message  is  the  ganw 
either  way. 

The  joyftd  bkrtfa  (w.  1-7).  Lute  gives  many  historical 
and  geogiiqrhical  details  in  this  book  and  also  in  Acts. 

Some  of  tb^  have  been  doubl^  and  challenged  as  hwng 
inaccurate,  but  futtber  studies  have  proved  Luke  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  trustworthy.  It  seems  that  his  main  purpose  in  set¬ 
ting  forth  the  historical  background  in  verses  1-3  is  to 
e^lain  why  Jos^rh  and  Mary  were  in  Bethlehem  at  this 
sy  lived  some  70  miles  north  of  Bethle- 


Japanese  forces  attadred  the  Philq^rine  iglandg  on  Dec. 

8, 1941.  General  Douglas  MacAithur  was  commander  of  all 
U.S.  Army  forces  in  the  Far  East.  MacArtfaur’s  forces  which 

[y  for  four  moMfas  to 


of  all;  God’s  gift  of  bs  son,  Jeriis  Christ  When  the  wise 
men  entered  the  house  of  this  young  fiunily  to  finally  view 
the  one  whose  birth  the  star  had  amounoed,  they  made  the 
appn^riate  response.  They  fidU  down  and  wmsfaipped  Him 
Hrst  ^y  gave  themselves  to  the  Messiah  and  they 
give  him  tl^  gifts;  gtdd,  ftanidncense,  and  myiifa.  While 
the  Christmas  tradition  of  gift  giving  likely  from 
this  very  event,  one  very  important  difference  must  be 
noted.  We  give  gifts  to  each  other,  the  wise  men  gave  gifts 
to  Jesus. . 

As  in  most  celebrations  related  to  Christianity,  the  secu¬ 
lar  traditions  of  society  have  tainted  the  true  m#i«ning  of 
Christmas.  Christ  must  not  be  left  out  of  Christmas.  God’s 
gift  of  his  son  deserves  an  apptt^riate  reqxMise  of  siix«te 
worship  on  our  part.  As  die  wise  men,  we  must  first  give 
ourselves  to  the  one  who  has  come  to  live  and  die  for  os. 

The  wise  men’s  quest  (w.  1-2).  During  die  reign  of 
Herod,  wise  men  from  the  east  came  to  Jerusalem  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  newborn  king  of  tbe  Jews. 

Who  were  these  wise  men?  According  to  Nelson’s 
Bible  Dictionary,  the  Greek  historian  Herodotus,  writing 
in  the  fifth  century  B.C.,  identified  tbe  magi  as  a  caste  of 
Medes  who  had  a  priestly  function  in  the  Persian  empire. 
Because  they  followed  a  star,  some  have  suggested  that 
they  were  astrologers.  Whoever  and  whatever  they  were, 
the^  men  were  wise  indeed.  They  spared  no  eiqwnse  and 
invested  perhaps  years  of  their  lives  in  search  of  the  new¬ 
born  king  of  the  Jews.  They  sought  and  found  Jesus.  Those 
who  are  truly  wise  still  do! 

Herod’s  distress  and  inquiry  (w.  3-6).  How  different 
was  the  response  of  the  wise  men  to  the  bii^  of  Jesus  from 
that  of  Herod.  Their  response  was  one  of  joy,  rejoicing, 
worship,  and  gift  giving.  Herod’s  response  was  one  of  a 
troubled  mind  and  murderous  intent  (w.  1-12). 

Troubled  by  the  report  of  the  wise  men,  Herod  assem¬ 
bled  the  chief  priests  aixl  the  scribes  and  learned,  according 
to  prophesy,  tte  Messiah  was  to  be  bom  in  Bethlehem  (w, 
3-6).  This  prophesy  is  found  in  Micah  5:2  where  it  is  writ¬ 
ten:  “But  you,  Bet^bem  ^ihrathah,  though  you  are  .gnaii 
among  tbe  clans  of  Judah,  out  of  you  will  come  for  me  one 
who  will  be  ruler  over  Israel,  whose  origins  are  from  of 
old,  from  ancient  times”  (NIV). 

One  can  easily  see  bow  this  pix^thesy  might  have  been 
troubling  to  Herod’s  already  disbirbed  and  irrational  mind. 
Herod  saw  tbe  birth  of  this  promised  one  as  a  tbieat  to  his 
claim  to  the  throne.  Even  though  the  throne  was  not  bis 
birthright,  (he  was  a  political  appointee)  Herod  would  still 
seek  to  bold  onto  it  at  all  costs,  even  if  it  meant  opposing 
God  himself. 

Herod’s  deception  (w.  7-8).  Herod  devised  a  plan.  Ife 
sent  the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem  to  find  tbe  child  and  bring 
him  word,  claiming  that  he  also  wanted  to  worship  the 
child.  Herod  told  the  wise  men  to  made  a  diliyiv  search 
for  the  babe.  The  word  for  “search”  means  “to  ascertain  or 
interrogate.”  The  w<mi  for  “diligent”  or  “careful”  in  the 
NIV,  means  “perfectly.”  literally,  Herod  told  the  wise  men 
not  to  leave  any  stone  unturned  in  finding  this  promised 
king  of  the  Jews.  They  were  to  investigate  die  matter  dx>r- 
ou^y,  question  anyone  necessary,  but  they  were  to  find 


were  quickly  isolated  fougttt  heroically  for  four  months  to 
defend  the  Bataan  Peninsula.  In  March  1942,  Piesideni  Roo¬ 
sevelt  ordered  MacAidur  to  become  comnuader  of  Allied 
forces  in  the  Southwest  Pacific.  A  Navy  PT  boat  took 
MacAithur,  his  wife,  and  son  to  tbe  southern  Philmpines, 
where  they  flew  on  to  Australia.  From  Australia,  general 
spoke  (tf  his  reluctance  to  leave  bis  men  in  the  PUlqjpines; 
te  made  his  famous  prmnise,  “I  shaU  return.”  On  OcL  20. 
1944,  MacAithur  fulfilled  his  promise  and  returned  to  the 
Pbilqipines. 

G^  made  a  pronuse  to  send  a  Savotro  redeem  a  sinful 
world.  Micah,  tte  eighth-century  propbM^aoellratel^ore- 
t(dd  the  birttylace  of  the  Savior.  The  inquiring  magi,  wise 
men  from  the  east,  were  directed  by  tbe  prophecy  to  the 
place  where  the  infant  Jesus  was  lying  in  the  manger.  The 
search  of  the  magi  was  concluded,  and  in  adoration  they 
woisbif^ied  the  one  promised  by  GcxL 

Doubting  the  ftilfillment  (John  7:42-43).  Jesus  bad 
stood  up  and  proclaimed  “If  anyone  thirst,  let  tom  come  to 
me  and  drink.  ’  There  were  some  who  accepted  the  words 
and  authority  of  Jesus  as  fulfillment  of  the  promised  prophet 
of  God.  Some  truly  believed  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  or  the 
“Anointed  One.”  Still  others  doubted  and  were  skeptical 
because  they  thought  Jesus  was  merely  a  prophet  from 
Galilee.  These  people  made  the  mistake  of  citing  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  proof;  when  concerning  Jesus,  they  were  devoid  of 
the  fitcts.  '  - 

Seeking  out  fulfillment  (Matt  2:1-10).  The  magi,  -  - 
known  also  as  wise  men,  came  from  the  east  in  search  of  the 
King  of  the  Jews.  How  had  these  men  known  of  the  prophe¬ 
cy  of  the  birth  of  Jesus?  Possibly  the  magi  were  familiar 
with  the  teachings  of  Daniel.  Daniel  2:48  states  that  “Daniel 
was  ruler  over  aU  the  province  of  Babylon  and  was  placed 
in  charge  of  all  of  its  wise  men.”  Consequently,  these  wise 
men  came  seeking  out  the  fulfillment  of  God’s  promise. 

Opposition  to  tile  ftilfillment  (Matt  2:3-8).  Herod  the 
Great  had  a  vastly  inflated  ego.  He  would  not  tolerate  rivals, 
and  be  even  went  so  far  as  to  murder  his  wife  and  loll  his 
sons.  It  was  said  to  be  safer  to  be  Iferod’s  bog  than  to  be  one 
of  tus  sons!  Therefore,  be  was  tremendously  imset  at  the 
knowledge  of  a  possible  rival  for  his  throne.  NM  only  was 
Herod  troubled  at  tbe  thought  of  another  long,  but  also  the 
“wtrok  city  of  Jerusalem  was  troubled”  The  turbulent 
intrigue  within  Herod’s  heart  was  manifested  by  his  preten¬ 
tious  lemiest  fi>r  the  wise  men  to  bring  baede  knowleclge  of 
the  newround  king’s  location.  Herod’s  fierce  opposition  to 
God’s  fulfillment  for  tbe  promised  Messiah  was  bis  attempt 
to  destroy  Jesus  with  tbe  sword.  Tbe  slaughter  of  the  infants 
of  Beifaldbem  will  always  mark  Herod  the  Great  as  an  arch 
enemy  opposed  to  God. 

Cdebrating  the  ftilfillment  (Matt.  2:9-10).  Upon  find- 
ii^  the  infant  Jesus,  the  magi  fell  down  and  worshipped 
him;  and  then  they  c^ned  their  treasures  and  gave  gifts  to 
the  newborn  King.  God  came  to  them  in  a  dream  and 
instructed  them  to  depart  to  their  country  by  another  route 
because  of  Herod’s  threats. 

Two  vastly  different  attitudes  were  demonstrated  by 
Herod  and  the  magi.  History  has  recorded  that  Herod,  long¬ 
ing  for  death  as  a  release  ftom  his  tcutures,  died;  yet  he 
dreacM  death  as  the  be^nning  of  greater  terrois.  His  sons 
died  in  infamy  and  in  ei^,  for  the  curse  of  God  was  on 
Herod’s  bouse.  The  entire  family  of  Herod  had  died  out 
within  a  hundred  years. 

On  tbe  other  hand,  the  magi  have  the  distinct  honor  of 
being  tbe  ones  wbo  probably  financed  the  journey  of  Maty 
and  Jo^b  as  they  sought  safety  for  Jesus  in  the  land  of 
Egypt.  Ine  wise  men  teve  geme  down  in  history  as  seekers 
and  as  generous  people  wbo  sought  first  tbe  kingdom  of 
God. 

The  fulfillment  of  God’s  promise  mates  the  difference  in  • 
the  fives  of  all  people.  Christmas  Day  should  take  on  new 
meaning  as  the  legacy  of  Herod  and  die  magi  are  compared. 
This  day  should  mtice  a  difference  in  bow  God’s  fulfillment 
of  bis  promise  exerts  its  influence. 

AUen  lives  in  Jackson. 


particular  time,  ,  _ 

hem  in  Nazareth.  Tte  route  they  had  to  follow  from  one  of 
these  cities  to  the  other  was  much  longer  and  required  sev¬ 
eral  days  on  foot  or  riding  a  donkey.  A  census  was  being 
t^en  and  each  man  was  required  to  go  to  the  town  where 
1^  family  registry  was  kept.  Joseph  and  Mary  were  mar¬ 
ried,  though  they  had  no  sexual  relations  until  after  Jesus, 
who  had  no  human  father,  was  bom.  The  prophet  Micah 
had  stated  hundreds  of  years  earlier  that  Bethlehem  was  to 
be  the  birthplace  of  “one  who  will  be  ruler  over  Israel” 
(Micah  5:2),  and  this  was  clearly  understood  to  be  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Messiah  (Matt.  2:3-6).  Pagan  rulers  were  used 
in  such  a  way  that  Mary  and  Joseph  would  be  in  Bethlehem 
at  the  right  time.  Prophecy  was  fulfilled. 

Bethlehem  was  crowded.  Joseph  and  Mary  could  not 
find  a  normal  place  to  spend  the  night.  Her  firstborn  child 
was  born.  They  wrapped  him  in  cloths  and  laid  him  in  a 
trough  where  animals  were  fed.  This  was  God’s  Soa  This 
was  Immanuel,  God  with  us  (Isaiah  7:14;  Matt.  1:22-23). 
He  was  tbe  Savin'.  (Tan  you  imagine  bow  Mary  must  have 
felt  as  she  picked  that  baby  up  and  held  him  in  her  arms? 

The  joyftil  aimoancement  (w.  8-14).  This  great  event 
was  not  com|detely  unnoticed.  There  were  some  simple 
wo^g  people,  shepherds,  out  in  tbe  fields  watching  over 
their  sbwp,  protecting  ttiem  ftom  my  barm.  “An  angel  of 
file  Lord  sqjpeared  to  them,  and  the  ^oiy  of  the  Lord  shone 
around  thm,  and  tibey  were  terrified”  (v.  9).  Apparently  the 
darkness  suddenly  disiq>peared  and  was  r^aced  by  a  bril¬ 
liant  light,  and  tfam  stood  an  angel.  Tbe  angel  calmed  their 
fears.  Don’t  be  afraid.  Good  news.  Great  joy.  For  all  peo¬ 
ple.  It  was  (jod’s  message,  q;)oken  by  Us  angel.  Right  nar 
you,  in  Bethlehem,  a  Savior  was  bom  today.  He  is  Ouist 
(God’s  anointed  one).  Ife  is  Lord.  If  aU  this  sounds  too 
wonderful  to  be  true,  here  is  a  sign  for  you:  “You  will  find 
a  baby  wnq^ied  in  cloths  and  lying  in  a  manger”  (v.  12). 

The  angd  is  suddenly  by  **8  great  company  of 
the  beave^y  host”  (v.  13).  Tbe  “tmt”  was  actiu^y  a 
military  term,  normally  used  for  a  band  of  soldiers,  Ixit 
these  are  announcing  peace  “to  men  on  whom  bis  favor 
rests”  (v.  14).  They  are  praising  God!  What  a  beautiftil 
sound  that  hravmfy  ch<w  must  have  made! 

The  joyftil  witness  (w.  15-16).  The  bright  fi^t  disap¬ 
peared.  The  angels  were  gone.  But  the  message  stayed  with 
those  shepherds.  They  must  go  to  Bethlehem  imme<fiatBly, 
not  because  of  any  doubts  al^t  what  they  would  find,  but 
they  wanted  to  see  the  Savior  themselves,  and  soon!  So 
they  went  to  town  and  looked  until  they  found  him.  “When 
they  had  seen  him,  they  q>read  the  word  ccMioerning  what 
bad  been  told  them  about  the  child,  and  all  who  heard  it 
were  amazed  at  what  the  shepherds  said  to  ttiem”  (w.  17- 
18).  Mary  treasured  up  all  th^  tfainm  and  poQde|^  rtym 
in  her  heart  (v.  19).  As  we  think  ofaUGod^  wodKful 
blessings,  and  eqiecially  of  our  salvation  through  his  Son, 
is  there  a  better  to  say.  “Thank  you,”  than  to  tell  some¬ 
one  about  him  on  (juistmas  Day? 

Kolb  is  a  retired  missionary  living  in  CHnton. 


that  child.  At  first,  this  might  have  seemed  a  reasonable 
request  from  a  dedicated  seeker,  but  tte  wise  men  were 
soon  to  discover  that  this  request  for  a  passionate  investi¬ 
gation  was  really  the  product  of  a  very  disturbed  mind. 

The  wise  men’s  worship  and  departure  (w.  9-12). 
The  wise  men  followed  the  star  to  Jesus,  woisli^iped  him, 
and  presented  him  gifts  of  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrifa. 
These  gifts,  fit  for  a  king,  would  be  of  practical  benefit  to 
the  family  as  they  fled  into  Egypt  because  of  Herod’s 
wrath.  Being  warned  by  God  of  Herod’s  true  intent,  the 
wise  men  went  back  to  their  homes  by  another  route. 

As  so  many  have  said  before,  wise  men  still  seek  Jesus. 
Wise  men  also  still  worslpp  biin  and  {msent  tfaesBitelves 
and  their  gifts  to  him  as*  well.  As  we  give  gifts  tO  each 
other  this  Christmas  season,  let  us  not  miss  out  on  giving  to 
God  that  one  gift  which  he  derires  mme  than  any  other,  the 
gift  of  ourselves. 

Bradley  is  pastor,  Handsboro  Churcli,  GnHhMirt 
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ZAMBIAN  JUDGE  DELAYS  TRIAL  ON  MISSIONARY 
WORK  PERMITS:  LUSAKA,  Zambia  (BP)  —  A  judge  Has  postponed 
a  trial  that  will  decide  the  fate  of  Southern  Baptist  mission  efforts  in 
Zambia.  The  co^uit  case,  which  began  in  mid-November,  concerns  the 
refusal  of  Zambian  immigr^on  officials  to  renew  work  permits  or  issue 
new  ones  to  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  the  African  country  with¬ 
out  the  &pprcQf^^the  Baptist  Convention  in  Zambia.  The  convention’s 
executive  Coihmmee  asked  for  authority  to  approve  all  work  permit 
renewals  for  missionaries.  The  government  immigration  office  agreed. 
The  B^^tist  mission  protested  the  decision,  and  filed  a  lawsuit  after  other 
appeals  failed.  A  court  hearing  began  Nov.  1 1  to  decide  the  dilute.  The 
judge,  however,  delayed  the  case  until  December,  then  until  Jan.  26. 
Southern  Baptists  should  pray  not  only  for  a  decision  that  will  allow 
missionaries  to  remain  in  the  country,  but  also  for  reconciliation  between 
missionaries  and  Zambian  Baptist  leaders,  said  John  Faulkner,  adminis¬ 
trator  for  Foreign  Mission  Board  work  in  eastern  and  southern  Africa. 

CHRISTIAN  MOTORCYCUSTS  TOUCH  ‘ANOTHER  WORLD:’ 
ENID,  Okla.  (BP)  —  Thousands  of  bikers  are  in  town  for  a  national 
biker  rally.  Patches  for  “Hell's  Angels”  and  other  outlaw  gangs 
abound.  At  the  campground  gate  taking  money  is  a  biker  dressed  in 
leather  gear  and  wearing  the  patch,  or  “colors,"  of  his  club.  There  is 
something  different,  though,  about  this  biker.  Instead  of  a  skull  and 
crossbones,  these  colors  have  a  picture  of  a  book  with  a  cross  on  it  and 
praying  hands.  The  legend  reads,  “Riding  for  the  Son"  and  “Christian 
Motorcyclists  Association."  The  Christian  Motorcyclists  Association 
( CM  A }  was  formed  by  an  4‘rkansas  Baptist  preacher.  Herb  Shreve. 
Shreve  was  having  problems  with  his  teenaged  son  Herbie  and  wanted 
to  find  a  way  to  bridge  the  generation  gap.  So,  Herb  bought  two  motor¬ 
cycles  and  they  began  riding  together.  While  riding,  they  saw  a  need  for 
ministry  and  the  CMA  was  born.  Today,  there  are  more  than  40,(X)0 
members  of  the  CMA  in  more  than  3(X}  chapters  across  the  US.,  Cana¬ 
da.  and  around  the  world. 

POLICE  BACK  BENIN  BAPTISTS  AGAINST  FETISHES, 
SNAKES:  ALLADA,  Benin  (BP)  —  (Thristians  in  Benin  are  celebrating 
a  legal  victory  over  hostile  fetish  worship  leaders.  Three  times  in  one 
recent  week  a  Baptist  couple  in  Azoue'-Cada,  a  village  in  the  west 
African  country,  found  pythons  in  their  bed.  After  the  pythons  were 
found  the  third  consecutive  day,  the  couple  caUed  Pnmcois,  the  church 
leader,  for  advice.  The  snakes,  each  about  three  feet  long,  weren’t  large 
enough  to  crush  an  adult.  But  the  couple  suspected  local  fetish  priests  — 
angered  by  the  Christians’  refusal  to  join  others  in  worshiping  pythons 
a.s  gods  —  had  another  target  in  mind:  their  newborn  child.  So  Francois 
killed  the  snakes  and  threw  them  outside.  Enraged  fetishists  tore  down 
the  sign  at  Azoue'-Cada  Baptist  Church  and  publicly  demanded  that 
Francois  reimburse  them  for  the  snakes.  Failure  to  do  so  would  mean  his 
death  and  destruction  ot  the  church  building,  they  threatened.  Local 
police  scheduled  a  joint  session  in  the  government  office  Nov.  17,  where 
fetish  priests  were  told  they  had  no  right  to  do  the  things  they  had  done 
to  the  Christians.  They  were  ordered  to  return  the  church  sign  and 
warned  any  additional  trouble  would  result  in  police  coming  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  to  enforce  the  ruling. 

HAWAII  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  MAKES  BUDGET  ADJUST¬ 
MENTS:  HONOLULU  (BP)  —  Messengers  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Hawaii  Baptist  Convention  approved  a  $2J24,898  budget  —  $97,730 
less  than  1994.  The  budget  projects  $962 S29  in  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  gifts  from  Hawaii  churches,  $11,748  less  than  the  1994  budget, 
and  6%  less  from  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Projected  special  mission 
offering  goals  also  are  less  than  1994.  The  percentage  of  CP  g0s  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  global  causes,  mean- 
white,  was  increased  from  30.85  to  31.5%.  Paul  Kaneshiro,  pastor  of 
Pukalani  Church,  was  elected  president  of  the  convention  at  the  52nd 
annual  meeting  Nov.  10-12  at  First  Church,  Pearl  Harbor. 
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VON  HIQ,  1  FILX,  NBIO  ULN  lOL  ZUNBYL;  QY 
ULY  NBY  WFUS,  UHX  NBIO  lOL  JINNYL;  UHX  QY 
UFF  ULY  NBY  QILE  IZ  NBS  BUHX. 

CML’CUB  MCRNS-ZIOL:  YCABN 
•  This  wek's  clue:  N  equals  T 

)  Have  hirt  with  cryptography  arid  e.xerctse  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 

I  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  xoeek's  puzzle:  Psalm  Seven:  One. 


HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.  (BP)  — 
Even  during  the  Christmas  holi¬ 
days,  it’s  wise  to  become  informed 
of  even  the  most  seemingly  inno¬ 
cent  fare  from  Hollywood. 

A  writer’s  warning  in  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  in  September  is 
good  year-rourxl  caution:  “Ei^rts 
who  fault  the  Motion  Picture 
Association  of  America’s  film  rat¬ 
ing  system  for  being  of  little  use 
say  t^  in  order  for  parents  to  bet¬ 
ter  judge  which  movies  might  be 
harmful,  they  need  much  more 
informatioo  than  PG,  PG-13,  and 
R.” 

In  this  column,  by  giving  the 
synopsis  and  content  of  each 
release  (plus  video  alternatives). 
The  Movie  Reporter  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  aid  both  moviegoers  and 
those  who  wish  to  combat  Holly¬ 
wood’s  influence  over  our  society. 

New  in  theaters 

THE  SANTA  CLAUSE.  Tim 
AUeo.  Fantasy.  PG  (Santa  falls  off 
a  rooO- 

When  Santa  is  incapacitated,  a 
divorced  man  trying  to  win  back 
his  estranged  son  takes  over  and 
soon  finds  himself  the  new  Santa. 
It’s  both  funny  and  imaginative 
and  I  found  nothing  objectionable 
as  long  as  you  don’t  have  a  prob¬ 
lem  with  a  movie  struggling  to 
convince  the  young  ones  of  the 
existence  of  the  big  fat  man  in  the 
long  white  beard. 

THE  MIRACLE  ON  34TH 
STREET.  Richard  Attenborough, 
Mara  Wilson.  Fantasy.  PG  (one 
expletive,  Santa  is  provoked  into 
violence  by  the  film’s  villain,  but 
he  later  repents). 

The  manager  of  a  New  York 
department  store  hires  Kris 
Krmgle  to  be  the  store  Santa.  Soon 
the  old  fellow  has  to  convince  the 
woman  and  her  precocious  daugh¬ 
ter  that  he  truly  is  Father  Christ¬ 
mas.  A  true  delight  and  a  rarity  as 
one  of  the  few  worthwhile 
remakes.  Full  of  laughter, 
poignancy,  aixl  charm,  it  is  note¬ 
worthy  for  containing  both  visual 
and  verbal  C^stian  metaphors, 
pointing  out  that  Santa  is  a  symbol 
and  acknowledging  God  as  the 
Supreme  Being.  There’s  even  a 
Thanksgiving  prayer  —  when’s 
the  last  time  you  saw  that  in  a  Hol¬ 
lywood  production?  Although 
Edmund  Gwenn  and  Natalie 
Wood  have  nothing  to  worry 
about,  this  newest  “Miracle”  is 
destined  to  become  a  classic.  The 
scene  where  a  little  deaf  girl  sits 
on  Santa’s  knee  is  worth  the  price 
of  admission.  Perhaps  the  most 
gratifying  movie  of  the  seasoa 

THE  SWAN  PRINCESS.  Ani¬ 
mated  musical  fairy  tale  with  the 
voices  of  John  Cleese,  Jack 
Palance.  Sandy  Duncan,  Steven 
Wright.  G  (Sorcery,  the  death  of  a 
parent,  a  couple  of  scary  scenes  — 
but  tame  compared  to  several 
recent  films  aimed  at  kids). 

In  this  review,  I  will  refrain 
from  mentioning  the  “D”  word 
(you  know,  the  first  initial  of  the 


By  Phil  Boatwright 

studio  renown  for  animation.) 
There  is  no  need  for  comparison, 
although  I’m  sure  my  colleagues 
in  criticism  will  do  so  anyway. 
The  Swan  Princess  stands  on  its 
own  as  a  classic  good  vs.  evil  tale 
with  love  and  honor  rising  tri¬ 
umphant.  In  hopes  of  reuniting 
their  kingdoms,  two  monarchs 
bring  their  heirs  together  each 


summer,  expecting  them  to  fall  in 
love.  Naturdly,  they  do,  but  only 
after  the  ambivalence  of  childhood 
and  adolescence.  Just  when  the. 
happy  ending  seems  upon  us,  the 
nasty  nemesis  gums  up  the 
romance  by  kidna{^ing  the  pretty 
princess  and  tunung  her  into  a 
swan.  Will  true  love  conquer  the 
magician’s  evil  deeds?  No  surprise 
here,  but  it  enchants  us  with 
'“music,  humor,  excitement,  a  good 
story  (based  on  Swan  Lake),  and 
romance.  And  at  no  time  does  it 
condescend  to  children  or  their 
accompanying  grown-ups.  John 
Cleese  (“A  Fish  CaUed  Wanda”) 
and  Steven  Wright  (best  known 
for  his  deadpan  stand-up  routines) 
each  lend  comic  moments.  Jack 
Palance  is  delightfriUy  menacing 
as  Rothbart,  the  evil  enchanter. 
Songwriters  David  Zippel  aixl  Lex 
de  Azevedo  produce  a  memorable 
score,  complete  with  six  top-notch 
tunes,  including  a  show-stopper, 
“Princess  on  Parade.” 

JUNGLE  BOOK.  Disney’s 
new  version  of  the  Rudyard 
Kipling  tale  of  a  young  boy  raised 
by  animals.  Video  Alternatives: 
both  the  1942  version  with  Sabu 
and  Disney’s  own  breezy  1967 
animated  musical  versimi  with  the 
light-hearted  voices  of  Phil  Harris, 
Sabastian  Cabot,  George  Sanders, 
aixl  Louis  Prima. 

RITCHIE  RICH.  Macaulay 
dhilldn  plays  the  comic  book  rich 
Idd  who  demolishes  bad  guy  John 
Larroquette.  Sounds  like  “Home 
Alone^!  It  wiU  be  a  big  hit  with 
the  kids.  Video  Alternatives: 
“Home  Alone”  (caution:  contains 
slapstick  violence  and  one  scene 
where  a  child  is  reading  an  adult 
magazine,  but  it  presents  positive 
messages  about  the  need  for  fami¬ 
ly  and  looking  out  after  one  anoth¬ 
er). 

LITTLE  WOMEN.  An  update 
of  the  Louisa  May  Alcott  classic 


about  sisters  coming  of  age.  Writ¬ 
ten,  directed,  and  produced  by 
women  and  starring  Winona 
Ryder,  Susan  Sarandon,  and  Trini 
Alvarado.  Video  Alternative:  The 
1933  version  starring  Katharine 
Hepburn. 

Christmas  classics  on  video 

—  IT’S  A  WONDERFUL 
LIFE.  I  know,  I  know,  we’ve  all 
seen  it  a  million  times,  but  won’t 
you  agree  with  me  that  u  is  one  of 
the  most  important  films  Holly¬ 
wood  ever  produced?  This  hoUday 
chestnut  reminds  us  that  we  touch 
so  many  lives  and  can  have  a  real 
influence  on  those  lives. 

—  THE  GATHERING.  Ed 
Asner  and  Maureen  Stiq)leton  star 
in  this  Emmy-wimiing  TV  movie 
focusing  on  a  dying  man’s  efforts 
to  reunite  his  family.  It  reinforces 
the. importance  of  family  aixl  pre¬ 
sents  positive  Christian  images 
including  a  believable  prayer,  the 
Scripture  reading  of  Jesus’  birth, 
and  a  child’s  christening. 

—  A  CHARLIE  BROWN 
CHRISTMAS.  Great  dialogue, 
charismatic  voice  performances, 
and  an  award-winning  jazzy  score. 
And  how  often  do  you  hear  car¬ 
toon  heroes  quoting  from  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Luke? 

—  A  TIME  TO  REMEMBER. 
Ruben  Gomez  is  a  young  boy  with 
dreams  of  becoming  an  opera 
singer.  Kindly  priest  Donald 
O’Connor  and  a  true  Christmas 
miracle  help  make  that  dream 
come  true.  Rated  G. 

—  A  NORMAN  ROCKWELL 
CHRISTMAS.  Experience  the 
magic  of  the  season  through  the 
artist’s  heartwarming  paintings. 

—  RED  SKELTON’S  CmiST- 
MAS  JOLLIES  (New).  Favorite 
Christmas  sketches  from  the 
“Qown  Prince  of  Comedy.” 

Boatwright  is  editor  and  film 
reviewer  for  TH!?  MOVIE 
REPORTER  newsletter  and 
author  of  HOW  TO  CHOOSE  A 
GOOD  VIDEO  EVERY  TIME- 
Further  information  available 
flrom  1-800-221.2648. 
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